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Parent Bulletin - Friday 15th September 2023

Headteacher Update:

Dear Parents & Carers

I write to you at the end of the second week of the academic year and I am pleased to report that the high
standards we saw in terms of uniform, behaviour and engagement amongst our students has continued. We
have another record number of Aspire points being awarded across the Aspire framework. This week I met
with some of those students who, at the end of last academic year, had received 500 Aspire points and so to
recognise this huge milestone were presented with a Headteachers Award. The second round of
presentations for the Headteachers Award will take place next week. This is a fantastic achievement, these
students have throughout the year consistently met all expectations in and out of the classroom and have
demonstrated those character virtues and learner skills at every opportunity. These students and their
families should be extremely proud of this huge achievement.

The extra curricular activities have commenced this week and again, we have seen a record number of
students who have been attending the clubs. There are still however a number of students that have not
signed up to a club. We would really like to see everyone involved in at least one type of extra curricular
activity. If there is no club that is of interest to your child then please encourage them to tell their form tutor
and we will endeavour to make this happen within reason. To follow on from this, I am making a plea to all
our families, if you are interested in offering students at GWA an extracurricular activity please register your
interest using the link below and a member of the team will be in touch.
https://forms.gle/GK6awnXaG189kjQT7.

I would like to finish by discussing attendance at school. As you will be well aware, school attendance is
imperative. There is a direct link between school attendance and progress. Simply put, if students are not in
lessons then they are missing a vital key component of knowledge for that subject leaving a gap in their
knowledge. When those gaps in knowledge occur students will struggle to complete assessments etc and so
quickly fall behind. Students who miss school are also more likely to struggle socially. It is important that your
child understands fully the importance of attending school. Our attendance team is on hand to support any
concerns you might have around your child's attendance. If your child is absent from school then please
make sure that this is reported the morning of the absence. To further support this we are launching our new
parent app called “studybugs” which is a new secure way to record your child's absence due to illness.
Further details on how to access this are found further in the bulletin.

I hope you have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards

Mrs Moore

https://forms.gle/GK6awnXaG189kjQT7


Mrs K Moore
Headteacher

School Events for this week:

Student Senate - Today Mrs Moore met with the student leadership team - The
School Senate. I would like to introduce the members of the senate to you. Students
from Year 7 will be selected for student senate next week. We look forward to
welcoming them to the senate team.

Times Table Rockstars

Did you know that all students in Year 7, 8 and 9 have access to Times Tables
Rockstars?

Times Tables Rock Stars is a maths programme that takes all the worry out of
learning times tables and has a proven track record of boosting children’s fluency
and recall in multiplication and division. Students can download the app onto their
iPads and usernames and passwords are available from their maths teachers.



Last year Jayden Element-Stretton stayed top of the fastest time leaderboard all
year! On average Jayden completes each question in 0.53 seconds - that’s fast!!
Regan Burton and Charlie French battled it out to be at the top of the lifetime
earnings leaderboard with Charlie French being the overall winner. If you think
you’re faster than Jayden or can earn more than Regan and Charlie then make sure
you are logging in.

Make sure you are completing questions next week to earn points for your house in
the house competitions!

English: KS3 students will be attending a school trip to the Black Country Living
Museum where they will enhance their knowledge of The Industrial Revolution in
preparation for studying literature texts.This trip has generated much more interest
than we anticipated so, we intend to run the trip again in the summer term. We look
forward to seeing the pictures next week.

Please click here to go to the News and blog page of the website

Curriculum Updates for this week:

A reminder that homework has been set today that is due in on Thursday 28th
September

Student and Parent app for Homework on Classcharts

https://www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk/news-and-events/news-and-blog/


Students will be given a walkthrough of this in their assembly next week

What are we studying in English in Cycle 1?

Year 7: What makes us human?
Year 8: How do our experiences of the world shape who
we really are?
Year 9: What does it mean to be free?
Year 10: An Inspector Calls
Year 11: Reading Comprehension

English Learning Journey

What are we studying in History in Cycle 1?

Year 7: The Last Conqueror - Normans
Year 8: Monarchy - The Civil War
Year 9: Causes and events of WW1
Year 10: Health and the people (AQA paper 2)
Year 11: Conflict and tension (AQA paper 1) - League of Nations

History Learning Journey

What are we studying in Drama in Cycle 1?

Year 7: Greek myths and legends
Year 8: Devising from stimuli - Miners strike
Year 9: Devising from stimuli - Hillsborough
disaster
Year 10: Performance Skills and Techniques
(“Simon”)
Year 11: Component 1 Examination Prep - Blood
Brothers

Drama Learning

https://www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/year-group-curriculum-guides/English-Learning-Journey.pdf
https://www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/year-group-curriculum-guides/History-Learning-Journey.pd
https://www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/year-group-curriculum-guides/Drama-Learning-Journey.pdf


Student Services Updates for this week:

Great Wyrley Academy students have received 8576 aspire points this week. The
top 3 character virtues and learner skills demonstrated this week are
communicating clearly, being organised and being respectful.

Top Aspire Points

A big well done to AMELIA BROTHERTON (10Z) for being BEST IN SCHOOL for
the most ASPIRE POINTS.



Form tutors - Your first point of contact:

Last week we discussed the role that form tutors play in supporting you and your child. We
know that it is pivotal and they are your first point of contact and the best way to contact
them during the working day is via email or by contacting the main school reception.



Studybugs – report absence securely and help improve children’s health

We’re pleased to announce that Great Wyrley is introducing a new, more efficient and secure system
for reporting your child’s absence due to illness, called Studybugs.

If you haven’t already, please get the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs website, and
use it to tell us whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend school.

Get the app or register now (https://studybugs.com/about/parents)

Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs
1. It’s integrated with our systems so we know right away if your child is unaccounted for.
2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatically reminds you to keep us posted.
3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health organisations improve children’s health.
(https://studybugs.com/about/schools)

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/schools
https://studybugs.com/about/schools



