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Latest advice and guidance for parents and carers 
 

 

Great Wyrley Academy Safeguarding Team 

The Great Wyrley Academy Safeguarding Team has been trained to an advanced 
level on all aspects of safeguarding. The team is available to any student, parent 
or school staff member to discuss and report any safeguarding concerns. 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr R Pearce 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Mrs M McCarthy, Mrs J Foyle, Mr J 
McFarlane, Mrs S Herrington, Mr J Studholme 
 

 
 

Overview 

Welcome to our latest edition of the Newsletter from the Great Wyrley Academy 
Safeguarding Team. Our aim is to bring you all the latest, relevant help and advice 
on issues that we feel will be of importance to you. 

At Great Wyrley Academy, both staff and students are trained and educated in 
many areas of safeguarding. Staff are informed of the signs and symptoms to look 
for and be aware of, that could be an indication that there is a concern and how to 
report concerns. Students are given appropriate information into safeguarding 
topics and given strategies on how to stay safe.  
 
This issue will cover: Understanding Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) 
 
nd 
 

 



 

What is Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)? 

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) is when individuals or organised groups target 
children and young people and manipulate, pressure, or force them into criminal 
activity. 

This is a form of abuse. Even if a young person appears to “agree” to what’s 
happening, they are still being exploited. 

Criminals often build trust first, offering things like friendship, money, gifts, or 
protection—before using threats, violence, or intimidation to control the young 
person. 

 

 

 
 

How Does CCE Happen? 

One of the most common forms of CCE is County Lines. This is when criminal 
gangs use children to: 

●​ Transport drugs between areas 
●​ Store drugs or money 
●​ Deliver packages or messages 

Young people may be made to travel to unfamiliar places and may be put in 
dangerous situations. 

Other forms include: 

●​ Being forced to steal or commit crimes 
●​ Having bank accounts used to move money (“money mules”) 
●​ Being pressured into carrying weapons or illegal items 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

How Do Criminals Target Young People? 

Criminals often: 

●​ Approach young people in person, online, or through friends 
●​ Offer money, clothes, phones, or status 
●​ Pretend to befriend or “look after” them 
●​ Gradually introduce requests that become more serious 
●​ Use threats, blackmail, or violence to maintain control 

 
 

Warning Signs of CCE 

Be aware of: 

●​ Sudden changes in behaviour, mood, or attitude 
●​ Going missing or staying out late regularly 
●​ Unexplained money, new clothes, or expensive items 
●​ Using more than one phone or being secretive online 
●​ Drop in school attendance or performance 
●​ Associating with older individuals or unknown groups 

 

 

The Risks 

CCE can put young people in serious danger, including: 

●​ Violence or physical harm 
●​ Arrest or involvement with the police 
●​ Emotional and mental health impacts 
●​ Being trapped in situations that are hard to leave 

Remember: If a child is being exploited, they are a victim—not to blame. 

 

 
 
 
 



 

Resources/Contacts 

School Safeguarding Team 

●​ Police (Non-emergency: 101 / Emergency: 999) 
●​ Childline: 0800 1111 
●​ Barnardo’s​

 Provides services for children affected by exploitation​
 barnardos.org.uk 

●​ Catch22​
 Works with young people at risk of criminal exploitation​
 catch-22.org.uk 

●​ CEOP - Report online exploitation or grooming.. ceop.police.uk 

 

 

 
 

http://catch-22.org.uk


 

 


