
 

 

 

 

 

 

Relentlessly Pursuing Excellence  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Bulletin - Friday 6th October 2023  
 

Headteacher Update:  

 
Dear Parents & Carers  

 

I write to you at the end of week 5, the summer seems like a past memory and half term still seems 

very far away. Students have felt the pinch this week as the nights get a little darker and the days a little 

colder. It is really important as we enter the middle of the Autumn term that we keep standards and 

expectations high with our particular focus at the moment on attendance to school. Despite the 

oncoming heatwave, I have had several queries around students bringing coats to school, just to 

confirm students can of course bring a coat to school. All that we ask is that these are not worn in the 

building as has always been the rule, this includes movement to and from lessons.  

 

I wrote to you all earlier in the week with some further guidance around “Is my child too ill to go to 

school”. This NHS guidance has been really helpful in guiding parents and carers to decide whether or 

not their child should remain off school especially, as we enter cold and flu season. A link to guidance 

we have sent out can be found here as always if you have any concerns or queries it is important that 

you contact the main reception. Many of the conversations I have had with families this week have been 

around trying to build resilience and encouraging students to come to school when they are unwell but 

well enough to come into school. Students whose absence rate is 90% at the end of the academic year 

equals 19 days of absence throughout the school year. This lost learning will have a direct impact on 

the progress students are making in their subjects. If you are concerned at all about your child's 

attendance at school please contact the attendance team who will try and support you however we can 

to ensure your child has a positive attendance record.  

 

On Thursday we had our first Aspire for Life Day where students attend lessons that are planned around 

our PSHE curriculum. Students in all Year groups covered topics such as mental health, health and 

well being and drugs and alcohol, more details of this are in the curriculum section. Students were well 

engaged and participated in some really healthy debates and conversations around what were some 

very sensitive topics and we are really proud that students have taken such an active approach in 

developing their personal growth and development in these areas.  

 

I will leave you to read through the rest of the bulletin. I hope you have a lovely weekend.  

 

Kind regards  

 

 
 

Mrs K Moore  

Headteacher 

https://www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk/school-life/letters-to-parents/


 

 

School Events for this week:  

Sport: Due to the massive success of football clubs across all 5 year groups 

(including 70 KS3 students attending each week), and the large number of football 

fixtures across the year groups (2 a week minimum)  involving league and cup 

fixtures we have had to change the football club provision. This will increase 

training time per year group in the long run.  As of Monday 9th October week B 

Tuesdays will be for Year 8 and 9 boys football.  

Week A Tuesdays will be for Year 7 boys only 

 

Sport: On Tuesday the 10th of October we will be 

hosting the 2023 WAT Year  7/8  Girls Football 

Tournament. This is the first time we have held this 

event and are very excited to have students from the 5 

secondary schools across the trust joining us for what 

will be a fantastic day of competitive girls football. We 

look forward to reporting the results next Friday.  

French: On the 3rd October the Paris Trip 2024 was launched for year 9 and year 

10. After a successful trip last year we have decided to run the trip again but add 

an extra day on, so pupils can have as much time in Paris as possible, soaking up 

the culture and seeing monuments. 

ADT: After school clubs in Art, Design and Technology have had a brilliant uptake 

so far this year.  A new club for this year is the Set Design Club and their first 

commission has been to turn the Library into an Alice in Wonderland experience. 

They have started work on creating roses this week. 

  

History: All parents and students taking part in the WW1 Battlefields Tour 2023 

were invited to a presentation evening, during which Mrs Broad Wood shared with 

everyone the sites to be visited during the trip as well as the terribly early departure 

time of 2:30am.  We have ordered a poppy wreath to be placed at the Menin Gate 

by representatives of the school when we attend the evening ceremony on 27th 

October. 

 

GCSE Y11 students have been working hard over the last week to complete their 

first key assessment task focused upon the current unit of Conflict and 



 

Cooperation 1919-1939.  The topic assessed was primarily linked to the work of 

the peacemakers and the League of Nations, Tamzin Booth and M’Ballou Kallon’s 

responses particularly stood out and were used as WAGOLLS with their peers. 

RE: The students have demonstrated excellent communication skills when 

exploring such topics as: 

● Does God exist?  

● Can he be all loving if there is evil in the world?  

● How did the world begin? 

● Are humans the pinnacle of creation? 

 

Philosophical question of the week: 

When you have a toothache, is the pain in your mouth or in your brain? 

English: In English Year 7 have now successfully completed their standardised 

reading tests and intervention where applicable will be organised! Fantastic 

achievement has been demonstrated across the board and relentless resilience 

was shown! Great work Year 7! 

ADT: We have been working on Mandala Design and using organic shapes in Year 

7 Art. The students have created some beautiful Mandalas and observations of 

shells. Some of the work produced is absolutely phenomenal - stunning use of 

shape, tone and texture. Well done Year 7. 

 

Maths Week England 13th-18th November. 

 

Maths Week England was set up in 2019 with the goal of ensuring that no children 

miss out on the opportunities that being a confident competent mathematician can 

give them. In 2021 it became the largest national maths festival in the world, 



 

thanks to an amazing and hard-working committee and a fantastic bunch of 

teachers. 

 

Last year Great Wyrley Academy took part in a whole host of activities through 

Maths Week such as webinars, daily puzzles and brainteasers. This year the 

maths department wants even more students to take part. You will even be able to 

gain house points for every activity you take part in. Keep an eye on google 

classrooms for more information. 

Time Tables Rock Stars  

England Rocks Competition 14th - 16th November - We’re in!! 

 

This year students from years 7-9 at Great Wyrley Academy are taking part in the 

England Rocks competition which is run by Time Tables Rockstars.  It is open to 

all schools in England and encourages pupils to answer as many questions as they 

can during the competition period (07:30 to 19:30 each day). The top 3 Primary 

age and Secondary classes (based on average score) will win Amazon gift cards!!! 

 

Please see your maths teacher for more details of if you have forgotten your 

username or password.  

Maths House Competitions - The results are in! 
 

Over the last two weeks students have been working hard in their own time to win 

points for their house by taking part in the Maths House Competitions. The results 

are now in! 

Time Tables Rockstars Years 7 - 9 



 

 
Independent Work Completed on Eedi Years 8-11 

 
Maths Murder Mystery Competition Years 7-11 



 

 

 

In case you were interested the murderer was Mr Frankham, the murder took place 

in Q7 and he used a maths textbook as his murder weapon! 

 

Final Results 

 

Well done to Green House (X)!!! 

 

 
 

Aspire for life day: Year 11 were lucky enough to have a talk from careers advisors 

Jackie Flint and Nicky Hamilton. They offered some great advice for our year 11s and 

gave them lots to think about. Interviews with the careers advisor will be continuing 

throughout the year. 

THE HOUSE NAMES ARE IN 

 

We have recently relaunched our houses. We have brand new house leaders and brand 

new names… 

 

Wyrley Lions 

Wyrley Wolves 

Wyrley Raptors 



 

Wyrley Wolves. 

 

We have had our first set of competitions with Football, Benchball, Maths and French 

starting us off. As well students showcasing their leadership qualities at Year 6 open 

evening - the house with the most involved were the winners! 

 

There is currently a poppy appeal the students can get involved in for their house as well 

as the shoe box appeal as posted on the google classrooms.  

 

The leaderboard will be announced next week!! 

 

Watch this space for the next set of competitions for the week beginning 16th October. 

Please click here to go to the News and blog page of the website  

 

Curriculum Updates for this week:  

What are we studying in Religious Education in Cycle 1? 

 

Year 7 - Introduction to religion 

Year 8 - Creation, preservation and death 

Year 9 - Religion, science and ethics 

Year 10 - Christian beliefs and teachings 

Year 11 - Islamic beliefs and teachings 

RE Learning Journey 

What are we studying in KS3 Food 

Technology in Cycle 1? 

 

Year 7 -  Kitchen skills 

Year 8 - Healthy eating 

Year 9 - Key kitchen skills 

 

PSHE/Safeguarding Form Time activity 

Each week we focus on one topic in form time linked with either PSHE or 

safeguarding. This week the topic is: 

Teenage Vaping: What’s the harm? 

https://www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk/news-and-events/news-and-blog/
https://www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/year-group-curriculum-guides/RE-Learning-Journey.pdf


 

ASPIRE SIXTH OPEN EVENING 
 
Please make note of the following date for the Aspire Sixth Open 
Evening for current Year 11 students 

 
Wednesday 18th October 5:30pm - 7pm 

 
Booking is required and can be accessed through the following link 
https://www.aspiresixth.org.uk/open-evening/ 

ASPIRE FOR LIFE DAY 

 
 
Students in all Year groups this week have covered a range of topics as part of the PSHE 
and RSE curriculum during the Aspire for Life day on Thursday.  

 

 

https://www.aspiresixth.org.uk/open-evening/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Services Updates for this week:   

Great Wyrley Academy students have received over 3200 aspire points this week.  
The top 3 character virtues and learner skills demonstrated this week are being  
collaborative, being responsible and being organised.  They have 
demonstrated a great deal of respect for each other and collaborated to improve 
their knowledge and understanding of key topics after assessments.  

  
 



 

Top Aspire Students 

 
Well done to MEABH FITZSIMONS for getting the most Aspire Points this 

week and being BEST IN SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100% Attendance for this Week - Roll of Honour 
(To get on next week's roll of honour you need to make sure you are in 

EVERYDAY)  

 



 

 
  

  
 



 

 
 

 

 
  



 

 

  

 


