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Great Wyrley Academy Safeguarding Team

The Great Wyrley Academy Safeguarding Team has been trained to an advanced
level on all aspects of safeguarding. The team is available to any student, parent
or school staff member to discuss and report any safeguarding concerns.

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr R Pearce

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Mrs M McCarthy, Mrs J Foyle, Mr J
McFarlane, Mr J Studholme

Overview

Welcome to our latest edition of the Newsletter from the Great Wyrley Academy
Safeguarding Team. Our aim is to bring you all the latest, relevant help and advice
on issues that we feel will be of importance to you.

At Great Wyrley Academy, both staff and students are trained and educated in
many areas of safeguarding. Staff are informed of the signs and symptoms to look
for and be aware of, that could be an indication that there is a concern and how to
report concerns. Students are given appropriate information into safeguarding
topics and given strategies on how to stay safe.

This issue will cover: Deep Fakes




Why are we talking about this?

Artificial Intelligence is changing the world around us — from smart assistants to
image generators — but one growing concern is the rise of deepfakes.

Deepfakes are videos, images, or audio recordings created using Al technology to
make someone appear to say or do something they never actually did. While some
deepfakes are used for entertainment, others can spread misinformation, scams,
or cyberbullying.

What are Deepfakes?

A deepfake uses artificial intelligence and machine learning to replace a person’s
face or voice with someone else’s. These edits can look incredibly realistic.

Examples include:

e Fake celebrity videos

e Altered political speeches

e Al-generated voice recordings
e Edited social media clips

Sometimes it can be difficult to tell whether content online is real or fake.

How to spot a deepfake?

Watch for:

Unnatural blinking or facial movements
Lip-syncing that doesn’t match speech
Blurry edges around faces

Strange lighting or shadows

Robotic or unusual voice tones

Content designed to shock or spread quickly




Always Ask:

Who posted this?

Is the source trustworthy?

Has the story been reported elsewhere?
Does it seem too unbelievable?

Keeping themselves safe.

Students can protect themselves by:

Thinking critically before sharing content

Reporting suspicious videos or accounts

Keeping personal information private

Talking to a trusted adult if something online feels wrong

Parents and carers are encouraged to discuss online safety regularly at home.

Extra support

Please continue to monitor online activity and encourage open conversations
about what children see on social media platforms.

For further support, visit:

e Internet Matters
o NSPCC Online Safety
e Childnet International



https://www.internetmatters.org?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.childnet.com?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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