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Great Wyrley Academy Safeguarding Team

The Great Wyrley Academy Safeguarding Team has been trained to an advanced
level on all aspects of safeguarding. The team is available to any student, parent
or school staff member to discuss and report any safeguarding concerns.

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr R Pearce

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Mrs M McCarthy, Mrs J Foyle, Mr J
McFarlane, Mrs S Herrington, Mr J Studholme

Overview

Welcome to our latest edition of the Newsletter from the Great Wyrley Academy
Safeguarding Team. Our aim is to bring you all the latest, relevant help and advice
on issues that we feel will be of importance to you.

At Great Wyrley Academy, both staff and students are trained and educated in
many areas of safeguarding. Staff are informed of the signs and symptoms to look
for and be aware of, that could be an indication that there is a concern and how to
report concerns. Students are given appropriate information into safeguarding
topics and given strategies on how to stay safe.

This issue will cover: POSSIBLE SIGNS OF RADICALISATION




What is Radicalisation?

Radicalisation is the process by which a person comes to support extremist ideas
or groups that may lead them to condone or take part in harmful behaviour.

It can affect anyone — regardless of background or beliefs — and often happens
gradually, sometimes without the person realising it.

How can Radicalisation happen?

Young people may encounter extremist ideas through:

e Social media and online forums
e Gaming communities or chat rooms
e Peer groups or older influencers

e Misleading information shared online

Extremist groups often use manipulative tactics — such as promising belonging,
identity, or purpose — to recruit young people.

Warning Signs to Look Out For

While changes in behaviour can be part of normal adolescence, some signs could
indicate a cause for concern:

e Becoming isolated from friends or family

e Expressing intolerant or extreme views

e Spending long periods online or on private chat platforms
e Anger or hostility towards others who think differently

e Sudden change in appearance or social group

e Talking about conspiracy theories or “us vs them” ideas




If you notice these signs, it doesn’t always mean radicalisation is happening — but
it's worth having an open, calm conversation.

How Parents Can Help

Stay connected: Talk regularly with your child about their interests and who they
interact with online.

Encourage critical thinking: Help them question what they see and read online.

Model respect: Show empathy and tolerance in discussions about world events or
beliefs.

Use parental controls: Monitor online use and set healthy boundaries for digital
activity.

Where to get support

If you are concerned about your child, you can:

e Speak to our Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Pearce.
e Contact Prevent South Staffordshire team: 01785 232054
e Report online material: via www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
e Reach out for advice:
o Educate Against Hate — www.educateagainsthate.com

o Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) —
www.ceop.police.uk.




