Great Wyrley Academy
A part of Windsor Academy Trust

WELCOME TO OUR DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021

WAT Conference Awards
Congratulations to Miss Smith for
winning the GWA Teacher award and
Congratulations to Mrs Herrington for
winning the GWA Professional Services
award at the WAT Conference on
Friday 10 December
We thank you for your continuous hard
work and are very proud of you both.

PARENTAL CONTRIBUTION 2021-22
Many of the things we do for the students come at a cost which the school absorbs. In order to continue with this, we
are asking parents for a voluntary termly contribution of £10 or a whole year contribution of £30.00 for 2021-2022.
Payment for the Spring term can be made now on your child's ParentMail account.

From January 2022 we will not be accepting any
cash payments in school for school meals. Online
payments can be made by ParentMail using a credit
or debit card. If you are unable to do this, there is
an option to pay by Paypoint - a barcode will be
issued to you to allow payment at any shop that has
the PP logo.
For more information on this please contact school
or go to www.parentmail.co.uk/help/parenthelp

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Friday 17 December
Last day of Term
2022
Monday 03 January
Bank Holiday
Tuesday 04 January
Y13 Mock Examinations
Wednesday 12 January
Y7 Parents’ Evening
Friday 14 January
Y13 Mock Exams End
Tuesday 18 January
Y12 Parent Info Evening
UCAs applications and
Parents evening
Friday 28 January
INSET Day

Just before the beginning of November several members of
staff were approached to see if they would like to remove,
grow or style their facial hair to raise awareness of the
charities supported by Movember. The charities include
mental health, suicide prevention, testicular and prostate
cancer.
The brave candidates were Mr Smith, Mr Baker, Mr
Stephenson, Mr Toulson, Mr Frost, Mr Longdon and Mr
Thettickal. Beards were shaved off and re-grown,
moustaches cultivated and those with stubble shaped their
hair into interesting styles of growth.
Amazingly the staff and students at Great Wyrley Academy
managed to raise £457.01 for the charity.
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Dear Parents / Carers and Students

END OF TERM REFLECTION – MESSAGE FROM MR MORETON
Reflecting on 2021, it has been another year of upheaval and restriction. Many of us have been personally impacted by the
pandemic. It can’t be emphasised enough that our young people have had up to twenty percent of their life now affected by
Covid-19. I yet again thank staff for their constant adaptability and willingness to ensure students get the best possible
education, care and experiences. I thank students, again, for their resilience and positivity. I am incredibly proud of them.
We continue to have the highest of expectations in all aspects of school life, both on-site and in the local community. These
expectations are based on traditional values and underpinned by honesty, integrity and transparency in the way we do things.
Our ethos of ‘Relentlessly Pursuing Excellence’ is the cornerstone of our community and we will continue in 2022 to develop
our culture and values. They have to be an intrinsic part of who we are and what we do.
Students are fully aware of what the ‘non-negotiables’ of being a part of Great Wyrley Academy are and how these positively
impact the running of the school and the education they receive. We place a huge emphasis on attendance, punctuality, smart
uniform and correct equipment. These are fundamentally important and need to be right every day. Students know that not
meeting these basic standards will result in them being challenged.
Attendance is the greatest predictor of outcomes. You have to attend to benefit fully from the life opportunities school
will help you access in the future. We will be placing greater emphasis on attendance and punctuality in 2022.
When we return after Christmas we will continue to expect the highest of standards from all our students. Please note that
hoodies are banned in school and must be removed at the school gate. Mobile phones will be confiscated if seen or heard
between 8am and 3pm. Please see our website for clarification on all aspects of our uniform policy.
Staggered return- Lateral Flow Tests
As I explained in my letter last week, we will be staggering the return of students in January 2022 to facilitate lateral flow
testing (see table below). Students should turn up to school on the correct day between 9.30am and 2pm where they will be
signposted to the rooms for testing. Once the test has taken place they are able to go home and return to school the following
day providing the result is negative.
Date
Tuesday 4 January 2022
Wednesday 5 January 2022

Testing
Years 11, 12 & 13
Years 9 & 10

Thursday 6 January 2022
Friday 7 January 2022

Years 7 & 8
N/A

Return to school
N/A
Years 11, 12 & 13
(Year 13 Trial Exams begin)
Years 9 & 10
Years 7 & 8

Please remember that wearing a face mask in communal spaces and corridors is compulsory. Please ensure that
your child brings a mask to school each day.
This term has seen a return to almost ‘normality’ in school. We are no longer operating in bubbles, food is being served before
school (free), at break time and at lunch time, and a full range of extra-curricular activities are up-and-running and are well
attended. Our open evening was the busiest since we became an academy and we will be full in Year 7 next September- a
positive statement from the community of the belief in what we are doing here at Great Wyrley Academy. The roll-out of iPads
has been incredibly successful, with lessons and homework available online. Many students are engaging with extra tuition
in school and year 11 have been attending Period 7 lessons in preparation for their exams next year (this will continue in
2022). In all, it has been a very successful term. Looking ahead, we will also be running sessions for other year groups during
February half term and at Easter as part of our Covid recovery programme.
The end of this term marks the retirement of Windsor Academy Trust CEO, Keith Sorrell. Keith’s vision for the trust, investment
in staff and facilities, belief in young people and the desire for them to fulfil their potential resonates throughout Great Wyrley
Academy and WAT. We wish him well for his retirement and look forward to continuing our journey with new CEO, Ms Dawn
Haywood.
I began this letter by thanking staff and students for their efforts this term. I’ll end by thanking you- the parents and carers –
for your unwavering support. When we work together as a community we are so much stronger. Great Wyrley Academy
wouldn’t be what it is without you, so thank you.
It just leaves me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year for 2022.
Yours faithfully

Mr Ian Moreton
Headteacher
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ENGLISH
All KS3 students have now completed their
KAT for cycle 1 and have been working
incredibly hard on their feedback.
In cycle 2 Y7’s will be exploring the BIG
question ‘Are we destroying the world we
live in?’, investigating what’s happening in the
world around us through a range of non-fiction
and fiction, including poetry, speeches and
letters. Students will be given the opportunity to
debate and create their own documentaries
within the cycle.
Y8 students will be moving on to the BIG
question ‘How do we establish our identity
through freedom of expression?’, by
exploring the world of Shakespeare and even
performing one of his comedy plays ‘Much Ado
About Nothing’

Star writers for the term go to..
Y7 – Freddie Phillips, Tyler Sheldon and Alfie Westwood
Y8 – Leisel Collett, Freddie Wray and Christian Parker
Y9 – Evie Harris, MJ Langston, Lexi Jarvis and
Olivia Haywood
Y10 – Stevie Andrews, Sam Price and Vinnie Lavender
Y11 – Jack Arblaster, Charlie Owen and Amelia Chambers

Well done all! Keep up the hard work and remember….
Always strive to be better than who you were yesterday!

Y9 will be considering ‘What makes us truly
rich?’, through poetry, articles and letters
helping them to form their own opinion on what
‘true richness’ really looks like. There will be
numerous chances for discussion and debate;
a perfect opportunity to voice their opinions.
Y10 will be introduced to the renowned works of Mr Robert Louis Stevenson by studying ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’, a
novella that explores the darker side of science and the consequences of creating a bigger evil, set in Victorian
London.
Y11 will be continuing with their revision in preparation for the next round of mock exams next year.
All Y10 and 11 English students have been invited to attend a theatre production of Macbeth at the Crescent Theatre in
Birmingham in May 2022. This will be an exciting opportunity for them to see a live performance of a GCSE related
play, as we all know plays are meant to be performed and enjoyed – not just read out in the classroom!

ASPIRE SIXTH
ASPIRE SIXTH
Well done to those Year 13 students who have successfully completed their UCAS applications and sent them off over half of all Year 13 applications have now been sent and students are starting to receive their university offers.
The official deadline for all applications to be sent to UCAS is 26th January - however we are working towards getting
all applications sent off before Christmas to allow them to be processed.
January - Year 12 and Year 13 students will be sitting formal mock examinations in the first couple of weeks of term.
Exam timetables will be sent out to students nearer the time.
Charity Appeal - this year sixth form have been taking part in a charity initiative to help local women and children's
groups. Thankyou to everyone who kindly donated.
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Y9 STEM EVENT

[Grab your reader’s attention with a
great quote from the document or
use this space to emphasize a key
point. To place this text box
anywhere on the page, just drag it.]

As part of the Great Wyrley Academy STEM Initiative 45 of our Y9 students took part in a
STEM challenge delivered by General Electric. The event saw our students problem solving
using their engineering and design skills to solve a practical problem. The students were
provided with some basic materials and were tasked with transferring the contents of one
bucket into another but were not allowed to hold the buckets. The students fully engaged in
this task and enjoyed the challenge very much.
A big well done to all of the students involved and to General electrical for delivering this
excellent session for us.

Y8 GIRLS INDOOR FOOTBALL

The girls all did amazing and participated with enthusiasm and determination. The winners were Form Y (team 2).
A reminder that girls football club takes place 3pm to 4pm after school on a Tuesday.
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Bullying - Advice
New Dedicated NSPCC helpline 0800 136 663
This new helpline has been created to provide both children
and adults who are potential victims of sexual abuse in
schools with the appropriate support and advice. This
included how to contact the police and report crimes if they
wish. This helpline will also provide support to parents.
Useful help and advice for parents, regarding all safeguarding
areas, including children’s mental health and on-line safety
can be found at:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
What is considered to be bullying at GWA? Our School
anti-bullying Policy uses the Acronym S.T.O.P.
Several Times On Purpose
“Bullying is any deliberate, hurtful, upsetting,
frightening or threatening behaviour by an individual or
group towards other people. It is repeated over a
period of time and it is very difficult for victims to
defend themselves.”
If you want to report that you, or someone you know,
are being bullied or just want some help or advice
concerning bullying then please email:
ebullybox@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
As well as doing this, remember you can also speak to:





Your Head of Year
The Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads:
Mrs Foyle, Mrs S Wilkinson, Mr McFarlane and
Mrs McCarthy
Any member of staff

Positive Directions
18 students in Y11 have been taking two additional
qualifications this half term. One in Customer services and
one in ICT. They have been working exceptionally hard and
will receive their certificates in January

PRE LOVED UNIFORM
We have heard so much in recent weeks, about the man
made disaster heading towards the next generation if we don’t
take action.
Here at Great Wyrley Academy we have been looking for
ways to exist more sustainably for our environment.
We are firm believers in recycling as much as we can and are
looking to collect not just badged items of uniform but basics
such as shirts, trousers and especially shoes.
Your donations will be used to support families in need in your
local community. Furthermore you will be helping to create a
sustainable environment and setting a great example for your
children.

“We all have the right to live in safety”
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder (email:
dfielder@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Deputy DSL: Mrs Foyle (e-mail:
jfoyle@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Deputy DSL: Mrs Wilkinson (e-mail:
swilkinson@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.u
k)
Deputy DSLs also available are Mr McFarlane
(Head of Year 9 & 10) and Mrs McCarthy (Head
of Year 11)

Donations can be dropped at reception or taken to Mrs
Holmes
Here are some unbelievable stats that will hopefully
encourage you to take action:
 It take 15,000 litres of water to grow
the cotton to make one pair of jeans
 We throw away on average
36kgs of clothing each year
Exam Certificates from 2021 can now be collected by
students from Reception. Anyone wishing to collect on
behalf of someone must bring an authorisation letter and a
form of ID.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR / AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
COME AND GET INVOLVED!
Activity Type/Club

Leader

Day

Time

Lunchtime Football

Mr Fielder

Mon-Fri

12.45-1.10

Year Group
7,8,9,10,11 on
rotation

KS3 Basketball

Mr Smith

Monday

8.00-9.00

7-9

History Club

Mrs Cornwall

Monday

12.45-1.10

7-8

English Ambassadors

Mrs Wright

Monday

12.50-1.05

7-10

Y7 Drama Club

Miss Slade

Monday

3.00-4.00

Y7

Netball

Mrs McCarthy

Monday

3.00-4.00

All

Amnesty International
Youth Group

Mrs Gould

Monday

3.00-4.00

All

Debate Club

Miss Goodman

Monday

3.10-3.50

All

Reading recovery group

Mrs Wright

Monday

3.00-3.30

Y7

Viva Voce

Mr Smith

Tuesday

8.00-9.00

All

Chess Club

Mr Till

Tuesday

12.45-1.10

All

Sixth Form Wellbeing

Mrs Newman

Tuesday

12.45-1.10

12 & 13

All years girls football
Club
Soul Band

Mrs Fielder
Mr Smith

Tuesday
Tuesday

3.00-4.00
3.00-4.30

All
Invite Only

Arts Award

Mrs Down

Tuesday

3.00-4.00

All

Dance Club

Miss Wood

Tuesday

3.05-4.15

7&8

Introduction to
Psychology

Mrs Newman

Tuesday

3.10-3.50

11 & 12

Ks3 STEM Club
Forest School / Eco Club

Mr Baker / Mr Brown
Mr Stephenson/Mrs Holmes

Tuesday
Tuesday

3.15-4.15
3.15-4.15

7-11
7&8

Reading recovery group

Mrs Wright

Tuesday

3.00-3.30

Y7

ASPIRE Ambassadors

Mrs Cornwall

Wednesday

12.45-1.10

7-10

Ringers & Bangers

Mr Smith

Wednesday

8.00-9.00

All

Toots n’ the Rootz

Wednesday

3.05-3.45

7&8

School Show

Mrs Broadwood
Miss Slade, Miss Wood & Mr
Smith

Wednesday

3.00-4.30

All

Boys Football

Mrs McCarthy / Mr Frost

Wednesday

3.10-4.00

7 & 8 boys

Craft and chat

Mrs Foyle & Mrs Sanford

Wednesday

3.10-4.00

Invited Y7s only

Science club
Boys Football Teams (Y7,
8 & 10 league fixtures)
Table Tennis

Mrs Poole

Wednesdays

3.10-4.10

7-8

Mrs McCarthy
Mr Smith

Various
Thursday

Various
8.00-9.00

7, 8 & 10
All

Epic Games – Unreal
engine – Game Design

Mr Pattinson

Thursday

12.45-1.10

10 & 11

Advanced Singers

Mr Smith

Thursday

3.00-4.00

10-13

Y9, 10 & 11 Dance Club
KS3 Football

Miss Wood
Mr Smith

Thursday
Friday

3.05-4.15
8.00-9.00

10 & 11
7-9

Y9, 10 & 11 Football

Mr Fielder

Friday

3.15-4.15

9, 10 & 11

Notes
MUGA

Remember trainers
and shin pads

Rehearsal schedule is
in the Theatre foyer
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GWAWARDS
MUSIC & DRAMA
GWAMMYS

GWOSCARS

Y7 – Scarlett Clarke, Lexi Sanders & Daniel Tehn-Addy
Y8 – Leah Kelley & Zac Davis
Y9 – Harry Orme & Isabella Maullin
Y10 – Melanie Dicken
Y11 – Jack Capewell

Y7 – Alice Ford & Jonathan Homer
Y8 – Freddie Wray
Y9 –Ava Moseley & Zachary Benton-Rose
Y10 – Sophie Hands & Becky Cartwright
Y11 – Jack Capewell

DANCE

Both Y7 & 8 dance club and Y9-11 dance club smashed their performances at The
Autumn Dance Showcase at Walsall Arena & Arts Centre. For a lot of them this was
their first performance in front of an audience so it took a lot of courage to perform well done!
They will also be performing in ‘Christmas Returns’ at Great Wyrley.
The 4 selected pupils dancing in the conference this year have been working
extremely hard in their rehearsals at Goldsmiths Primary and we look forward to you all
seeing the finished result!
Year 7 dance (girls) have been going above and beyond in dance so far this term.
They are currently working in groups developing their motifs using choreographic
devices.
Year 8 (boys) Have been learning to breakdance, they have mastered a top rock,
battle rock, six step and baby freeze!

Year 9 Dance Have been developing their skills in a
contemporary and afro dance styles this term and finishing off
the year with a festive xmas dance!
Year 10 BTEC Dance Have all been working hard on their
Component 1 course work, learning and workshopping about the
dance piece Emancipation of Expressionism.
Year 11 BTEC Dance Have been working hard on their
Component 3 Mock exams. They will be completing their third
and final component for their course next year-with their brief
release date in Jan!

We welcomed 60 Year 5 Rivers Primary Academy into our Theatre. They came over
upon completing their term of dance with Miss Wood ‘Raising Aspirations’ as Dancers.
They worked all term as a professional dance company and learned the roles and
responsibilities involved in this. With a concluding experience of a technical rehearsal
and performing to each other on our stage with lighting and popcorn! Well done Rivers!

DANCE STARS OF THE MONTH
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Louisa Dudley-Mowe Katie-Mae Rawlings Darcy Boulton Leila Williams Amelia-Mae
Chambers
Tye Daley
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DOODS & TOOTS CLUB
The Doods and Toots club after school is becoming established now with students
attending making quick progress in embracing the new instrument even with no
previous musical experience. The club runs on a Wednesday 3-3.45pm in the music
block and will resume after the Christmas holiday.
SPECIAL MENTIONS
This month students have completed assessments for Cycle 1. All
students have performed in front of their peers in the fantastic
Theatre with stage lights. Miss Slade is very proud of everyone who
has overcome their fears of performing.
Students have been introduced to Cycle 2 topics which include
Pantomime, Melodrama and stage combat for Y7 students, A
monster calls and physical theatre for Y8 students and Lord of the
flies and abstract theatre for Y9 students. Y10 students will continue
devising workshops after Christmas and Y11 students will complete
their Acting assessments.

George Cartwright & Lewis Seedhouse
have been working hard during their free
time to learn how to operate the technology
in the Theatre
Well done boys!
Drama Ambassadors have been selected
and the first meeting has been held!
13 rehearsals are going well! Make sure you
head to our facebook account to catch a
glimpse of rehearsals!

MUSIC
MUSIC
This
This month
month lots
lots of
of our
our talented
talented students
students have
have been
been busy
busy preparing
preparing for
for the
the Christmas
Christmas concerts
concerts and
and performances.
performances. We
We
have had
had singers
singers and
and dancers
dancers rehearsing
rehearsing and
and performing
performing at
at the
the WAT
WAT conference.
conference.
have
We
performed
our first ever
service
at StHouse
Mark’sinChurch
in Greatwhich
Wyrley.
Our have
singing
group entertained
theCarol
residents
at Oak
Great Wyrley,
was thoroughly enjoyed by our students,
staff
and
the
residents.
Our singing group entertained the residents at Oak House in Great Wyrley and we will have performed our last concert of
2021, ‘Christmas returns to Wyrley’ tonight. This show will contain music, drama and dance performances as well
as poetry readings and a special staff videoSo if you fancy seeing this amazing show tickets are priced at £3 and
can be purchased on the door.

We also did our first ever Christmas Concert at St
Marks Church in Great Wyrley!

We will also be performing our last concert of 2021, ‘Christmas returns to Wyrley’ tonight. This show will contain
music, drama and dance performances as well as poetry readings and a special staff video so if you fancy seeing
this amazing show tickets are priced at £3 and can be purchased on the door.
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To celebrate our access to brilliant digital technology at Great Wyrley Academy this year's Christmas Card competition
had the theme: ‘A Digital Christmas’ We had some amazing entries and had a difficult job to whittle down the short list
winners and eventually our four winners whose designs have been sent out as the official Great Wyrley Academy
Christmas card for 2021.
Well done to our shortlist entries:
Y7 - Lucie Chandler, Matilda Hatton and Freya Lane.
Y8 - Brooklyn Bayliss, Leisal Collett, Issac Reynolds and Autumn Williams.
Y9 - Madeline Stanton. Year 10’s - Edward Griffiths and Harry Griffiths.
KS5 - Ted Peacock.
Congratulations to our winners: Isaac Reynolds, Madeline Stanton, Harry Griffiths and Ted Peacock.

Y7 are starting their new cycle by looking in more detail at belief in practice, starting with what worship is all about.
Y8 are starting their new cycle by exploring how people express their religion, starting with what they wear.
Y9 are starting their new cycle by investigating how and why we punish people who break the law, starting with what
justice is and why it is important.
Y10 are coming to the end of their in depth study of Christianity.
Y11 have just completed their study of crime and punishment.
Cycle 1 Stars in RE
Y7 Creative is given to Kyle Thompson for his map that shows all of the map skills he has learned.
Responsible is given to Henry Walker for his keen enthusiasm in being book monitor.
Y8 Courageousness is given to Brooklyn Bayliss for giving a presentation on her own about what to do if you are in a
country where an earthquake happens.
Y9 Compassionate is given to Evie Harris in her responses about ethics in medical science.
Y10 Respectful is given to Ellie Devey for her very carefully constructed responses when challenging different religious
views.
Y11 Resilient is given to Lily Robinson for her improvement in assessments.
Highest achieving students in key stage 3 cycle 1 KATs.
Y7 - Tyler Sheldon
Y8 - Lewis Seedhouse
Y9 - Cameron Allen, Teah Jones and Olivia Hayward.
Well done to you all for getting the top score in your year groups.
Merry Christmas to all students and families and I look forward to seeing you all in the new year.
Mrs C Gould.
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All KS3 students have now completed their KAT cycle 1
and have been busy with their feedback and mastery of
these key skills and concepts. Y10 are now concluding
their AQA exam board unit on Natural hazards looking
at Climate change whilst Y11 have completed their
November mock exam and completed feedback
lessons and their parents evening.

The students mentioned below have been nominated as Subject award winners for the celebration assemblies this
week (13 December) which also sees the start of Cycle 2 where Y7 study Physical Geography, Y8 study Weather
& Climate and Y9 study China
Y7 – Faye Clarke, Lexie Sanders & Tyler Sheldon for a score of 76% on KAT 1
Y8 – Eve Sutcliffe for a score of 75% on KAT1
Y9 – Lexi Jarvis for a score of 80% on KAT 1
Y10 – Stevie Andrews for a result of 78%
Y11 – Brad Morrell for the progress from a grade 3 in September to a grade 7 in
the November mocks
Well done to all these students on their academic progress during Cycle 1.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Y10 have completed their learning Objective 1:
Preparation for Pregnancy and Parenthood assessment.
They have reflected on their feedback and are looking
forward to using their mastery skills in their next
assessment.
Y11 have followed the appropriate instructions to make a
formula bottle feed for a 0-6 month old as part of their
set-assignment

All KS3 students have now completed their KAT for
cycle 1 and have been busy with their feedback and
mastery of these key skills and concepts. In cycle 2 Y7s
will be learning all about the Medieval Ages including the
Black Death, Peasants’ Revolt and Magna Carta. In Y8
students will be moving on to investigate the growth and
decline of British Empire and year 9 will be examining
the causes and consequences of the Rise of Nazi
Germany and outbreak of WW2.

The knowledge organisers for these cycles have been uploaded into each group’s google classroom to enable
students to prepare in advance for the content and threshold skills and concepts that will be covered in these units of
study.
HISTORY STARS OF CYCLE 1
7X – Harvey Leek
8X – Thomas Pearson
7Y – Tyler Sheldon
8Y – Billy Robinson
7Z – Daniel Tehn-Addy 8Z – Benjamin Spooner

9X – Cameron Allen 10C – Christopher Osland 11B – David Peach
9Y – Elliot Pearse
10D – Olivia Hickson
11C – Jack Arblaster
9Z – Magnus Woods

‘’Jingle Bells’’ was the first Christmas song ever played in Space. It was
a Christmas themed prank by Gemini 6 astronauts Tom Stafford and
Wally Schirra
‘’We have an object, looks like a satellite going from north to south, up in a polar orbit. He's in a
very low trajectory traveling from north to south and has a very high climbing ratio. It looks like it
might even be a ... Very low. Looks like he might be going to reenter soon. Stand by one ... You
might just let me try to pick up that thing. (Music – Jingle Bells – from Spacecraft VI)’’
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ASPIRE
Top 10 performing students

ASPIRE POINT TOTALS –

Top 5 tutor groups

WINNER – Katie Dutton 9X – 197
Brandon Collins 7X – 177
Lexi Jarvis 9Z – 161
Henry Walker 7X – 145
Shaian Cele 9Z – 143
Ellie-Mae Lane 7X – 141
Callum Standing 7Y – 139
Kyle Thompson 7X – 138
Freddie Wray 8X – 138
Daniel Tehn-Addy 7Z - 138

WINNERS – Y7 – 7508
Y9 – 7145
Y10 – 6999
Y8 – 5676
Y11 – 4851
Y12 – 683
Y13 - 414

WINNERS 10Y – 2286
9Z – 2252
9X - 2185
7X – 1962
10Z - 1858

ASPIRE portfolios
All students in Y7, 8 and 9 have all begun to upload high quality evidence onto their ASPIRE portfolios.
These portfolios are unique to each student and are essentially a web page that students can upload a
plethora of evidence from certificates they have achieved, photographs of work they are most proud of and
performance recordings so that they have an electronic portfolio of evidence of high quality work as they
move up through the school. These portfolios will then be shared with initially parents and carers at
parental meetings and celebratory occasions and eventually to wider audiences such as at college and
university interviews to help support students apply to their further education pathways. Students choose a
piece of evidence from each of their subjects and then explain why they have chosen it using the 6
character virtues; respect, resilience, responsibility, creative, compassionate and courage and/or their
learner skills; organisation, becoming unstuck, give and receive feedback, self quiz, communicate clearly
and collaboration.
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ASPIRE
We encourage every student at Great Wyrley Academy and ASPIRE Sixth to ASPIRE in their learning and in
their lives. We advocate that there are six character virtues and six learning skills which are crucial to the
unlocking of both personal and academic potential. It is these virtues and skills which will equip all students
with the personal and academic attributes required to become happy, safe and successful citizens.
ASPIRE has evolved!
More specific character virtues and learner skills, chosen in light of recent research and our own experiences
throughout lockdown
These are
the 6 ‘I am’
virtues.
These are
personal
qualities
that we
would like
you to
develop so
you are
successful
in your
future
lives.

These are
the 6 ‘I can’
learner
skills. These
are skills
that you will
use,
develop and
master each
lesson to
help you to
help you
self-regulate
your own
learning.

Character ‘I am’

Learner skills ‘I can’

Character Virtue

Definition

Learner skill

Definition

Respectful

To treat someone or something in a
way that shows it is valued.

Be organised

Organise and effectively manage learning
independently (self regulating)

Responsible

To act knowing that our choices will
lead to certain outcomes.

Become unstuck

Know what to do when they don’t know what
to do’,

Resilient

To try, even when something is
challenging.

Self-quiz

Competent at self quizzing techniques from
KO and self quiz it daily

Creative

To think of different ideas and
perspectives.

Give and receive
feedback

 Receive, understand and act upon

Compassionate

To show care and kindness to
others.

Courageous

To be brave and aim high.

Students are regularly rewarded when they
mentioned positively on class charts.
We want every learner to believe that they
can be all and more than they ever thought
they could be, and to know what their future
self looks like. Research tells us that people
who have clear aspirations, and who know
what they need to do in the present, are eight
times more likely to achieve those
aspirations. ‘Aim for the moon, because if
you miss you’ll land among the stars.’

feedback

 Give accurate feedback to themselves and
peers
Be collaborative

Communicate clearly

Work effectively with a learning partner and
within a team

