
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

     

  

Great Wyrley Academy 

A part of Windsor Academy Trust 

WELCOME TO OUR JANUARY NEWSLETTER 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2022 and may I take this opportunity to wish all of you a Happy New Year. The Spring Term 
has started well and, despite some COVID positive cases flushed out by the pre-term Lateral Flow Testing, we have not been 
affected as badly as I know some local schools have been by both staff and student absence. In school, we will continue to 
mitigate against infection as best we can, risk assess carefully and do everything possible to ensure lessons continue and school 
remains open. I will outline below some updates and confirmation of systems and protocols in place. 

Absence reporting 

We are trialling a new system, effective immediately, for reporting and updating us on student absence. You will be messaged 
regularly with the link via Parentmail (please ensure that you install the app to your devices). You can also get to the google form 
via the school website or via this shortcut https://forms.gle/zba1x9YE5KQeUi7Z7 

Twice weekly testing 

We continue to strongly encourage all our community to test twice weekly at home and to report all the results to us in school and 
the NHS. This is designed to catch any possible cases of Covid-19 at the earliest stage and reduce the chances of transmission 
in school. The Report log in can be found here: https://testregister.co.uk/login 

Self-isolation guidance 

There has been some change to the guidance for the self-isolation needed following a positive case of Covid-19. DFE inform us: 

‘’From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce their isolation period after 
5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 and they do not have a temperature. 
For example, if they test negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their education or 
childcare setting immediately on day 6. 

The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second must be taken the following day. All 
test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace. 

If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they get negative results from two LFD tests 
on consecutive days or until they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest. 
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will need to complete the full 10 day 
period of self-isolation.’’ 
 
Remote Learning for students who are self-isolating 

If a student is self-isolating but is well enough to complete learning at home, work will be uploaded onto their Google Classrooms. 
If a student does not have access to a device, please contact the school for support. 

Daily testing for close contacts of a positive case of Covid-19 

DFE guidance tells us: 

“People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months, identified as a close 
contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days and continue to attend their setting as 
normal, unless they have a positive test result or develop symptoms at any time.” 
Face Coverings 

There have been some changes to guidance surrounding the use of face coverings in education settings. We are now insisting 
that face coverings are worn in classrooms by all students. The advice is short term only, to support us as we return to school 
this term, and builds on the existing protocol that recommends face coverings are also worn in corridors and communal areas of 
school. Advice on face coverings in classrooms will be in place until at least Wednesday 26 January when a governmental review 
will occur. We will update you as and when necessary. Please ensure your child brings their own face covering to school as we 
have a limited supply and may not be able to provide one. 
 

I hope this goes some way to updating you on current guidance. We will of course continue with the multitude of other strategies 
designed to limit the spread of Coronavirus in school, such as increased cleaning and hygiene procedures and maintaining good 
ventilation. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and understanding at this time. By working together, 
we have ensured that we have kept cases of Covid-19 low at Great Wyrley Academy. Our working protocols will continue to 
mitigate against any further spread. 
 

Yours faithfully 

Ian Moreton 

Headteacher 

 

https://forms.gle/zba1x9YE5KQeUi7Z7
https://testregister.co.uk/login
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


  

Bullying - Advice  
 

What is considered to be bullying at GWA? Our School 
anti-bullying Policy uses the Acronym S.T.O.P.  
 
Several Times On Purpose 
 
“Bullying is any deliberate, hurtful, upsetting, 
frightening or threatening behaviour by an individual or 
group towards other people. It is repeated over a 
period of time and it is very difficult for victims to 
defend themselves.” 
 
If you want to report that you, or someone you know, 
are being bullied or just want some help or advice 
concerning bullying then please email: 
 
ebullybox@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk 
 
As well as doing this, remember you can also speak to: 
 
 

 Your Head of Year 

 The Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder 

 The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: 
Mrs Foyle, Mrs S Wilkinson, Mr McFarlane and 
Mrs McCarthy 

 Any member of staff  

 

 
 
 
 
“We all have the right to live in safety” 
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder (e-
mail: 
dfielder@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 
Deputy DSL: Mrs Foyle (e-mail: 
jfoyle@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 
Deputy DSL: Mrs Wilkinson (e-mail: 
swilkinson@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.u
k)   
 
Deputy DSLs also available are Mr McFarlane 
(Head of Year 9 & 10) and Mrs McCarthy (Head 
of Year 11) 

 

 

 

 

New Dedicated NSPCC helpline 0800 136 663 

This new helpline has been created to provide both children 

and adults who are potential victims of sexual abuse in schools 

with the appropriate support and advice. This included how to 

contact the police and report crimes if they wish. This helpline 

will also provide support to parents. 

Useful help and advice for parents, regarding all safeguarding 
areas, including children’s mental health and on-line safety can 
be found at: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/ 
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Exam Certificates from 2021 can now be collected by 

students from Reception.  Anyone wishing to collect on 

behalf of someone must bring an authorisation letter and a 

form of ID. 

 
ASPIRE SIXTH 

 
A big congratulations to all sixth form students on a fantastic start 
back to sixth form this year. Students have completed mock 
examinations in a range of their subjects and have conducted 
themselves impeccably. Also a big Well Done to Year 13 students 
who have completed and submitted their UCAS applications. We 
have had a record number of students applying for university this 
year and students are already getting their offers come through. 
For any student who has not yet applied, the UCAS deadline is 
26th January so there is still time! Please just contact me if you 
have any queries. 

Sixth form have now moved - we are now located in the old 
humanities block at the back of the school. We have the use of 
the whole block just for sixth form so students have access to two 
work rooms, a social room, toilet and some kitchen facilities.  

Last year we said goodbye to the Director of Aspire Sixth, Mrs 
Morgan. Our new Director of Sixth Form is Mrs Spicer-Tomlinson. 
She will continue to be based at Cheslyn Hay with myself as the 
point of contact here at Great Wyrley. 
 

Mrs S Newman 

Health & Social Care  

Y12 students have been working hard preparing for their Unit 
1: Development through the Life Stages external exam.  We 
wish them the best of luck and look forward to receiving their 
results in March 2022. 
 
Child Development  
Y10 have been learning about antenatal care in preparation for 
their external exam in June 2022. 
 

mailto:ebullybox@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:jfoyle@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:swilkinson@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:swilkinson@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
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          Happy New Year from Mr Toulson and the Languages department 

Languages Career of the Month - Journaliste 

Journalists research, write, edit, proofread and file news stories, features and articles. Their 
pieces are used on television and radio or within magazines and newspapers, in print and online.  
If you can speak even a little of another language, or more, this is a career that could take you  
around the world! 
 

MEMRISE 
 
Pupils in KS4 have been using a French revision app called Memrise to help them with their studies.  
The following pupils have really excelled at Memrise over the past couple of months: 
Poppy White Y10 

Olivia Hickson Y10 

Jack Capewell Y11 

Ella Crowley Y11 

On top of these pupils Amelia Chambers (Y11) has gained the most points in January out of the entire country, so a massive 
congratulations to Amelia! 
 

Year 7, 8 and 9 will be told about how they can join the Memrise club starting at lunchtimes so they can also get involved with the 
national league tables. 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Tuesday 18 January            Y12 Parent Info Evening 
                                             UCAs applications and 
                                             Parents evening 

Friday 28 January                INSET Day 

 
Wednesday 02 February     Sixth Form Targeted  
                                             Parents Evening 

Tuesday 08 February          Y13 Progress Reports 

Thursday 10 February         EAPE Showcase 

HALF TERM: Monday 21st-Friday 25th February 2022 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

Happy New Year from the English Department! 

This term sees new topics for all year groups, where we will focus on our ‘Big Questions’ 

In Y7, we have been reflecting on ‘Are we destroying the world we live in?’ Students have been looking at expressing our 

thoughts on this topic through poetry. Some wonderful and powerful pieces have been created after using ‘Ark’ by Simon 

Armitage as inspiration. 

In Y8, our Big Question is a focus on: ‘’How do we establish our identity through freedom of expression?’’ In this cycle, 

we are using Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ as our focus. We have been exploring dramatic techniques to 

see how monologue and soliloquies help characters help characters to reveal their inner thoughts. 

Y9 has been considering the question ‘’What makes us truly rich?’ We have learnt about shanty towns in Mumbai, 

created speeches to convince audiences to support charities, and looked at techniques employed by poets to effectively 

present their thoughts to their reader. 

Y10 continue their study of key texts in their GCSE Literature exam. This half term we’re focusing on ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ 

and after a first read through, students are ready to explore the text in detail, learning about key themes in the novella, 

the use of figurative language and how Stevenson uses gothic features to thrill his readers. 

And in Y11, this new term sees a continuation in revision for their Language and Literature exams. Selected Y11s are 

now taking part in Period 7 revision sessions, with these sessions offering revision in our key texts as well as looking at 

both English Language papers. 

January was named 

for the Roman god 

Janus, known as the 

protector of gates and 

doorways who 

symbolize beginnings 

and endings. Janus is 

depicted with two 

faces, one looking 

into the past, the 

other with the ability 

to see into the future. 
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[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or 

use this space to emphasize a key 

point. To place this text box 

anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

A New Year and new creative start to our design and make challenges across our KS3 cycle 2 projects. 
7Y worked really hard during cycle 1 on their Crazy Creature desk tidies. They all used tools and equipment safely and 
confidently and have created some rather lovely final pieces. Well done 7Y. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Females in STEM has been a focus this week for a series of assemblies given by Mr Baker to Y7, 8 and 9. One of our 
focuses this year is to acknowledge the past achievements of women in engineering and STEM based industry sectors 
which have allowed the developments that we now see and the opportunities we have for a powered up and 
technologically advanced way of life. More will follow as the year progresses for students to be involved in in the form of 
future competitions, events and challenges so watch this space. 

 
 
       Foodies of the fortnight: 

       Well done to Miss Smith’s talented Y11’s showcasing  
       skills and presentation skills over the last few lessons. 

 Eliah Bayliss 

 Max Woolley 

 Jack Capewell  

 Lucy Cope. 
 
 

 

 



 

Activity Type/Club Leader Day Time Year Group Notes 

Lunchtime Football Mr Fielder Mon-Fri 12.45-1.10 
7,8,9,11 on 
rotation  

MUGA 

KS3 Basketball Mr Smith Monday 8.00-9.00 7-9 
 

History Club Mrs Cornwall Monday 12.45-1.10 7-8  

English Ambassadors Mrs Wright Monday 12.50-1.05 7-10  

Y7 Drama Club Miss Slade Monday 3.00-4.00 Y7  

Netball Mrs McCarthy Monday 3.00-4.00 All  

Amnesty International Youth Group Mrs Gould  Monday 3.00-4.00 All  

Reading recovery group Mrs Wright Monday 3.00-3.30 Y7  

Viva Voce Mr Smith Tuesday 8.00-9.00 All 
 

Chess Club Mr Till Tuesday  12.45-1.10 All  

Sixth Form Wellbeing Mrs Newman Tuesday 12.45-1.10 12 & 13  

Child Development catch up and wellbeing Dr Ireson Tuesday 12.45-1.10 10 & 11  

All years girls football Club Mrs Fielder Tuesday 3.00-4.00 All trainers and shin pads 

Soul Band Mr Smith Tuesday 3.00-4.30 Invite Only 
 

Arts Award Mrs Down Tuesday 3.00-4.00 All  

Dance Club Miss Wood Tuesday 3.05-4.15 7 & 8  

Introduction to Psychology Mrs Newman Tuesday 3.10-3.50 11 & 12 
 

Ks3 STEM Club Mr Baker / Mr Brown Tuesday 3.15-4.15 7-11 
 

Forest School / Eco Club Mr Stephenson/Mrs 

Holmes 

Tuesday 3.15-4.15 7 & 8  

Reading recovery group Mrs Wright Tuesday 3.00-3.30 Y7  

ASPIRE Ambassadors Mrs Cornwall Wednesday 12.45-1.10 7-10  

Memrise Club Mr Toulson Wednesday 12.45-1.10 7, 8 & 9  

Grow your own food Mr Frost Wednesday 12.45-1.10 7-9  

Child Development catch up and wellbeing Dr Ireson Tuesday 12.45-1.10 10 & 11  

School Show 
Miss Slade, Miss 
Wood & Mr Smith Wednesday 3.00-4.30 All 

Rehearsal schedule is in 
the Theatre foyer 

Craft and chat 
Mrs Foyle & Mrs 
Sanford Wednesday 3.10-4.00 Invited Y7s only  

Science club Mrs Poole Wednesdays 3.10-4.10 7-8  

Boys Football Teams  Mrs McCarthy Various 3.10-4.00 7, 8 & 10  

Table Tennis Mr Smith Thursday 8.00-9.00 ALL  

Games Design Mr Pattinson Thursday 12.45-1.10 7-11  

Toots n’ the Rootz Mrs Broad Wood Thursday 12.45-1.10 7 & 8  

Advanced Singers Mr Smith Thursday 3.00-4.00 10-13  

Y7 & 8 STEM Lego-Robot Club Mr Brown Thursday 3.00-4.30 7 & 8  

School Show 
Miss Slade, Miss 
Wood & Mr Smith Wednesday 3.00-4.30 All 

Rehearsal schedule is in 
the Theatre foyer 

Y9, 10 & 11 Dance Club Miss Wood Thursday 3.05-4.15 10 & 11  

KS3 Football Mr Smith Friday 8.00-9.00 7-9  

Y9, 10 & 11 Football Mr Fielder Friday 3.15-4.15 9, 10 & 11  
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EXTRA CURRICULAR / AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 
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Happy New Year from the Expressive Arts department! 

DRAMA 

This term we shall be focusing on silent movies, Physical Theatre, Mime and Melodrama and scripted work. Ticket 
information regarding the school show, ‘13’ will soon be released on social media. Our first Sunday rehearsal with ALL 
cast will soon be happening on the 23rd January 11-4.00 and we can’t wait to do our first Act 1 stagger run.  

January will also be the month that our Y11’s complete their Component 3 Acting exam. After this, we will be revising for 
the Component 1 exam in the summer term. 

Y7 drama club has started back and we have some fantastic workshops including scriptwriting, musical theatre and 
improvisation sessions coming up!  

A special mention must go to students who have created some excellent remote learning in Drama before they 
have returned to school: Eve Sutcliffe, Becky Cartwright and Poppy White.  

MUSIC 

After a very busy period before Christmas lots of our students are preparing new materials for the next EAPE showcase 
on 31st March. Soul Band are learning lots of new pieces to expand their repertoire and Viva Voce has started learning 
some new pieces with a development on the accompanying aspect of the performance. 

KS3 students are starting work on learning lots of different genres and techniques. Y7 are learning about Blues music, 
improvising using a blues scale, Y8 are learning how to perform in an ensemble, putting together the parts of the Bruno 
Mars song ‘Just the way you are’ and Y9s will be composing in a 6/8 time signature as well as performing the chord 
sequence for Ed Sheeran’s ‘Perfect’. 

In January the music department was awarded the Gold award in excellence in music provision, an accreditation that 
highlights how much the students at Great Wyrley academy are involved in developing their skills and performance 
opportunities. 

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION    

Happy New Year, and welcome back. 
Year 7 have examined what worship is and are now starting to explore the specifics of how different religious groups 
worship in the sacred spaces. 

Year 8 has started to explore cultural appropriation and how different people react to people who show their faith in their 
clothing choices. 

Year 9 has been learning about why people commit crimes before exploring what we hope to achieve by punishing them. 
Year 10 is starting their first ethics theme exploring human relationships and what Christian groups have to say about 
different types of relationships. 

Year 11 have started their last ethics theme investigating human rights and social injustice. 
All year groups have a specific piece of reading or quiz task to complete each week released to their google classroom to 
help them to improve their results by the end of the cycle. This is aimed to enable students in Religious Education to be 
more organised and independent in their studies. 

ASPIRE stars for RE in January include: 
Responsible - Katie-Mae Rawlins 

Respectful - Issy Smallman 

Compassionate - Harry Orme and Tamzin Booth 

 

GWAMMYS  

Y7 – A-Jay Daley & Sophie Pearson 

Y8 – Thomas Pearson & Amelia Stokes 

Y9 – Annabel Startin & Abigail Follows 

Y10 – Sophie Hands & Sophie Cook 

GWAWARDS 
MUSIC & DRAMA 



 

  

 

 

Top 10 performing students 
 
WINNER – Katie Dutton 9X - 64 

B randon 

C
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A number of Y11 students will be invited to attend supervised revision sessions from Thursday 13 January.  These 
sessions will provide students of all abilities with the time to make structured and useful revision notes linked each week 
to an exam question focus. All exam groups in Y10 and 11 have been provided with a pathway plan to guide them 
through their lessons and remote learning for this coming half term.  Resources have been placed in every Google 
Classroom to facilitate their planning and preparation for these expectations of their guided and independent learning as 
we continue to work towards internal and final external assessments and examinations. 
 

The combined efforts of our students and teachers Mrs Broad Wood and Mrs Cornwall in working to achieve and to 

reward ASPIRE points meant that the history department point’s attainment was the highest across the school in the 

Autumn term.  Well done to all our hard working and motivated students in enabling the teachers to award points so 

generously.  We aim for the same this coming Spring term. 

On January 6 the 1921 census was published.  It gives a fascinating insight into Britain exactly 100 years ago when it too 
was emerging from a global pandemic and the challenges that that also brought in its wake.  All history groups have been 
given access to an article and a video about the census and how we may use it to understand our very recent ancestors. 

 

 

This year’s Activity Week is taking place from Monday 18 July through to Wednesday 20 July. The school day will run 10 
am - 2:30 pm.  Thursday 21 July will be in school whereby all students will do an activity and students will finish 
approximately 12:30pm. Students in Y8, 9 & 10 will have the option to choose their activities and Y7 will be participating 
in Pledge Week (see below). 
 
 
 
 

 

Some of the exciting offers students in Y8, 9 & 10 are: 
Craft 
Bake Off 
3 day residential to London 
Team sports 
Thrill seeker (Drayton Manor, Go Ape and go karting) 
Pamper week 
French Cultural experience 
cycling on Cannock Chase.  
 
More information on each activity will be sent out soon.  

 

Activity Week 2022 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We encourage every student at Great Wyrley Academy and ASPIRE Sixth to ASPIRE in their learning and in 
their lives. We advocate that there are six character virtues and six learning skills which are crucial to the 
unlocking of both personal and academic potential. It is these virtues and skills which will equip all students 
with the personal and academic attributes required to become happy, safe and successful citizens. 
 

ASPIRE has evolved!  
More specific character virtues and learner skills, chosen in light of recent research and our own experiences 
throughout lockdown 
 

ASPIRE 

These are 

the 6 ‘I am’ 

virtues. 

These are 

personal 

qualities 

that we 

would like 

you to 

develop so 

you are 

successful 

in your 

future 

lives. 

These are 

the 6 ‘I can’ 

learner 

skills. These 

are skills 

that you will 

use, 

develop and 

master each 

lesson to 

help you to 

help you 

self-regulate 

your own 

learning. 

Character ‘I am’ 

Character Virtue Definition 

Respectful To treat someone or something in a 
way that shows it is valued. 

Responsible To act knowing that our choices will 
lead to certain outcomes. 

Resilient To try, even when something is 
challenging. 

Creative To think of different ideas and 
perspectives. 

Compassionate To show care and kindness to 
others. 

Courageous  To be brave and aim high. 

 

Learner skills ‘I can’  

Learner skill Definition 

Be organised Organise and effectively manage learning 
 independently (self regulating) 

Become unstuck Know what to do when they don’t know what 
 to do’,  

Self-quiz Competent at self quizzing techniques from 
 KO and self quiz it daily 

Give and receive 
feedback 

 Receive, understand and act upon  
feedback 

 Give accurate feedback to themselves and 
peers 

Be collaborative Work effectively with a learning partner and 
 within a team 
 

Communicate clearly  

 

 

Students are regularly rewarded when they 

mentioned positively on class charts. 

 

We want every learner to believe that they 
can be all and more than they ever thought 
they could be, and to know what their future 
self looks like. Research tells us that people 
who have clear aspirations, and who know 
what they need to do in the present, are eight 
times more likely to achieve those 
aspirations. ‘Aim for the moon, because if 
you miss you’ll land among the stars.’ 
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