Great Wyrley Academy
A part of Windsor Academy Trust

WELCOME TO OUR JUNE & JULY NEWSLETTER 2022
School reopening - Autumn Term September 2022
Students will return to school on Tuesday 6 September 2022.
For this day only we will stagger the start of the day. The normal timings from Wednesday 7 September onwards are in the
table on the right
On Tuesday 6 September, Year 7 are to be on site at 8.30am
All other Year groups should be on site by 9.15am at the latest
From Wednesday 7 September onwards the timings of the
school day will be as follows (the only change is the expectation for students to be on site from 8.30am)

Attendance and Punctuality
From September there will be a new national register monitoring students who are not in school. Government guidance
is that student attendance to school is compulsory. As such
we will be enforcing our attendance policy and procedures.
Poor attendance will be challenged and will be raised with
the local authority who have the power to fine in court. It is
crucial that you do not take holidays during term time and
that students attend school unless they are poorly.
Students should be on site for 8.30am to avoid being
late. If the bus / train that your child is planning to catch
doesn’t get your child to school by 8.30, then they will need
to catch an earlier one.

PARENTMAIL
Please check that you are connected on ParentMail, as we send out important letters and information via email to parents. If you require assistance with access please let us know. We would
be grateful if parents could notify us of any
changes of telephone numbers and email addresses to ensure we are sending information to
the correct ones.

With the cost of living continuing to rise we have taken the decision to set up a pre- loved uniform shop.
This will allow parents and carers to purchase items of school uniform at a much reduced cost. This also
helps reduce the amount of waste going to landfill. We are therefore making a plea to all parents and carers. if you have any uniform that you no longer need and would like to donate it to the school, please drop
it off at reception. These items will then be available to be purchased from school at a low cost to anyone
who requires uniform. The money raised from the sales of the uniform from school will be used to purchase further uniform stocks throughout the year.
If you have any further questions or queries please email:
uniform@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
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Bullying - Advice

What is considered to be bullying at GWA? Our School
anti-bullying Policy uses the Acronym S.T.O.P.

New Dedicated NSPCC helpline 0800 136 663
This new helpline has been created to provide both
children and adults who are potential victims of sexual
abuse in schools with the appropriate support and advice.
This included how to contact the police and report crimes
if they wish. This helpline will also provide support to parents.
Useful help and advice for parents, regarding all safeguarding areas, including children’s mental health and online safety can be found at:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/

Several Times On Purpose
“Bullying is any deliberate, hurtful, upsetting, frightening or threatening behaviour by an individual or group
towards other people. It is repeated over a period of
time and it is very difficult for victims to defend themselves.”
If you want to report that you, or someone you know,
are being bullied or just want some help or advice concerning bullying then please email:
ebullybox@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
As well as doing this, remember you can also speak to:
Your Head of Year
The Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Mrs
Moore, Mr McFarlane, Mrs Herrington and Mrs
McCarthy
Any member of staff

“We all have the right to live in safety”
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder (e-mail:
dfielder@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Deputy DSL: Mrs Moore (e-mail:
kmoore@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Deputy DSLs also available are Mr McFarlane
(Head of Year 9 & 10) and Mrs McCarthy (Head of
Year 11) and Mrs Herrington

Did you know that on a hot day in Paris, the
Eiffel Tower grows taller?
The tower is constructed from iron and when
this is warmed it expands, causing the
structure to grow by up to 17 cm.
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Year 8 students have been working hard over the last term to create an animation during workshops led by
Animator Sophie Burrows. On Wednesday 15 June students went to the MAC (Media Arts Centre) in Birmingham
to represent the school at a Trust celebration of all the animations created. Great Wyrley won the award for the
Best Cinematography. Students were a credit to the school throughout the day and enjoyed a photography
scavenger hunt at Cannon Hill Park in the afternoon. Well done Year 8.

On Wednesday 15 June our Food Preparation and Nutrition Y10 students were invited to attend a careers encounter at Weston Park.
The day was structured for us to witness a selection of the hospitality and catering job roles that feature within the
Halls employee portfolio. The day started with an introductory talk from the estates CEO and our students had a
tour of the estate, and learned about what it takes to work in a number of job roles from housekeeping, grounds
and gardens care, events planning, and front of house service. A fabulous day was had which made our students
think about their own ‘Aspiring futures’

‘’BE YOUR BEST SELF’’

We were privileged to have a visit from an Youth
Sport Trust athlete mentor called Kate Grey on
Tuesday 5th July. Kate was a Paralympic swimmer who has become a sports reporter for the
BBC. Kate gave a really inspirational talk to our
Year 7, 8, 9’s about her life and dealing with challenges in a positive way and not giving up. The
most important message Kate gave, was for
each pupil ‘to be your best self’. Look out for
Kate on the BBC coverage of the Commonwealth games over the summer.

JUNE/JULY 2022 – v1 NEWSLETTER

PAGE 4

Year 12 Design and Make Challenge
On Tuesday the 12th July a group of our year 12 engineering students were invited to take part in the prestigious Manufacturing group design and make challenge 2022. This
event involves the students designing and making a product
that will overcome a challenge that is set. This year's challenge was to design and make a vehicle that would travel
down two cables suspended one metre above the ground
powered by gravity.
From the start of the challenge our students were outstanding with their ideas, approach and enthusiasm. The students
innovative approach to the task was clear for all to see and
at every turn of the challenge the budding engineers were
fist to the challenge. When realising that the test track was
only going to be available for five minute time slots our students made their own testing rig and this type of foresight
was why our students won one of the big prizes of the day.
This special event is by invitation only and our engineering
students went into this challenge with pride and heads full of
ideas and motivation to show the engineering community
there that they were at the top of their game.
At the end of the challenge and deliberation of the judges
team Great Wyrley were judged to be winners of the innovation and design category and were presented with the prize
of a 3D Printer for the school. The students were also given
an individual goodie bag.
This is an outstanding example of the hard work and dedication shown by the year 12 Engineering students at Great
Wyrley Academy and to top off the day they even had the
bragging rites of beating Mr Baker’s Efforts in the challenge.
A Big Well done to the following students
Louise Birch
Jake Williams
Adam Gould
Harris Goodall

Year 8 STEM Challenge
On 14th of July ten of our STEM super star students took part in an amazing STEM event at Stoke on Trent College. The day consisted of different events ranging from medical diagnostics to designing and building a prototype
electric car to putting together a mugshot of a criminal suspect on Efit software. Fortunately no real criminals were
in attendance so the organisers used Mr Baker as the face of the activity. This event was an amazing opportunity
for our students to see the vast variety of
careers that are out there in the STEM field
and how they could progress to become a
professional in STEM.
A Big Well Done to the following students for
their amazing efforts in all the challenges
William Brittle
Robyn Geddes
Thomas Pearson
Alfie Clarke
Ashley Dawkins
Bethany Robins
Amelia Brotherton
Aisha Kanyayi
Brody Lane
Benjamin Spooner
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Drama

Students in KS3 have completed their live theatre reviews on ‘Hairspray’ and ‘Shrek’; the highest score ever given
to a student in Drama of 96% was awarded to a Year 9 student.
On Saturday 18 June our soul band spent the day rehearsing for the forthcoming trip to Belgium. The group is 33
members strong and only 4 of these have performed in Soul Band before the start of this year. We have learned
many new pieces as well as revisiting some of our old ‘standards’. The day was spent working hard to polish our
list of seventeen pieces which will be performed in Ostend, Ghent and De Panne.
The cast list has now been announced for the next school show- well done to all who auditioned!
Year 7 Drama club performed their ‘Story of my life’ number for the last time at the Expressive Arts Showcase.
Students got their own costumes and a special mention must go to Callum Standing who stood out as Pinochio.
There were also monologues performed by Sophie Forrester and Poppy White and some extracts from the
‘Addams Family’ were also performed by some of our cast members.
Sophie Cook, Kyle Betts and Becky Cartwright also performed at Awards Evening and made some teachers cry
with their emotive performances- well done!

A special mention must go to George Cartwright, Lewis
Seedhouse and George Turner for helping set up and
operate technical equipment for all performances this
term- well done!

MUSIC
Last month we celebrated World Music Day
All classes were sent a quiz to identify different pieces of
music from around the world.
During the day lots of students took part in playing music
from around the world. This included samba and djembes
workshops as well as performing on boomwhackers.

TUESDAY 21ST JUNE 2022
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NATIONAL CAREERS SERVICE EXAM RESULTS AND NEXT STEPS WEBINARS FOR PARENTS AND CARERS
With exams ending, many pupils will be preparing to take their next step into further academic
studies or the workplace – which we know can be confusing and feel a bit daunting.
Throughout the summer, the National Careers Service is running a series of webinars for parents
and carers of young people who are expecting their exam results this August. They will be able to
learn more about how to support their children with advice about choices and careers, including
useful information sources, advice for results day and a Q&A with a panel of experts. The webinars
schedule is now available.

England vs Austria EURO 2022.
On Wednesday 6th July we had the privilege of
watching the opening game of the Women’s Euros
2022. The game was played at Old Trafford with a
crowd of nearly 70,000 there to watch the England
Lionesses take on Austria. In an incredible atmosphere we saw England women best Austria 1-0.
It is definitely a match and experience we will
remember for a long time. Hopefully England can go
all the way to the final in the tournament.
Come on the Lionesses.
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ASPIRE SIXTH
We said a sad farewell to our Y13 students at the end of June. They had all worked extremely hard for their final
exams and I’m sure they are all now enjoying a well deserved rest!
Don’t forget it is A Level Results Day on Thursday August 18th. Students can come into school from 9am on this
day to collect their results. Any students who cannot come in person will have their results posted to their home
address.
Y12 have also had a busy few weeks. Mock exams have been completed - well done to all students for their hard
work and excellent attitude. For most students this was their first experience of an exam season. Students should
have had all of their results back and feedback from staff. If you have any queries or concerns please contact me
at snewman@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk.
Last week many of our Y12s were on work experience. I hope they are having a great experience and I have received some glowing feedback from the various companies involved.
All Year 12s have received a letter outlining the activities planned for next week - please read carefully so that
you know what is happening each day.
A big welcome and well done to all Y11 students who came to our Aspire Sixth Induction days last week at
Cheslyn Hay Academy. The students were amazing and were treated to free breakfast and lunch on both days
which seemed really popular! I hope you all found those days useful. GCSE Results Day is on Thursday August
25th. Students can come into school from 9am to collect results. I will be there to welcome students to sixth form
and answer any queries students might have including changing options etc.
I hope you all have a great summer and I look forward to working with you in sixth form next year!
Child Development - The girls in Y10 have worked hard this year learning all the
theory to prepare for their external exam in June. We are all keeping everything
crossed for their results in August :-) Enjoy a well earned summer :-)

Geography - Over the summer we want to encourage students to think about the
Threshold Concept 1 of Place, Space & Scale. So, we are very interested to see
pictures of the places where people visit. Scale is a very important part of this
concept so it doesn’t matter if it’s a short distance trip to Cannock Chase or a long
haul visit to somewhere far away!
The photo below is an example from Activities week 2021 when the current Y8
students visited Cannock Chase.

The London experience
trip departed on Monday
18th July. The 23
students and staff were
looking forward to an
exciting 3 days touring
some of the major sites of
our amazing capital and
world city. Whilst there
they visited:
HYDE PARK
SCIENCE MUSEUM
IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM
WESTMINSTER
THE SIGHTS WALKING
TOUR
LONDON DUNGEON
COVENT GARDEN
‘MACCIES’ THE
STRAND
NATURAL HISTORY
MUSEUM
TOWER OF LONDON
Where they were inspired, mesmerised,
overawed and ever so
slightly scared.

JUNE/JULY 2022 – v1 NEWSLETTER

PAGE 8

Y7 Track Event Winners
Y7 Results

Event

Girls Winner

Boys Winner

Form

Girls
Girls
Boys
Points Positions Points

Boys
Overall Overall
Positions Points Position

100m

Alice Ford

200m

Heidi-Bo Shepherd Kyon Vaughan

X

103

3

122

3

225

3

300m

Sophie Pearson

Kyon Vaughan

Y

141

1

125

2

266

1

800m

Teagan Hopps

Kyon Vaughan

Shot Putt

Ashleigh Bentley

Nathan Buckley

Javelin

Sophie Pearson

Callum Standing

Z

130

2

135

1

265

2

Y8 Results
Form

Girls
Girls
Boys
Points Positions Points

Boys
Overall Overall
Positions Points Position

X

125

2

131

1

256

1

Y

156

1

82

2

238

2

Z

77

3

67

3

144

3

Y9 Results
Form

Girls

Girls

Boys

Boys

Overall Overall

X

141

1

95

2

266

1

Y

103

2

125

1

228

2

Z

59

3

63

3

122

3

Sports day was a huge success. There was a great
competition between all the forms and amazing support from all
those in the crowd. It was wonderful to see so many
students getting up and having a go a different events. It was also
wonderful to see so many of the character virtues on display, from
courage- being brave enough to have a go,
resilience - keeping going even though they wanted to stop and respect - supporting each other and encouraging each other.
A massive well done to all the students that took part, the winners
and all the spectators that cheered everyone on.
We would like to thank the amazing helpers from Y9, 10 and Sixth
form for enabling the day to run smoothly and assisting the PE
department.
SEN Sports day

Charlie Blaymires

Long Jump Alice Ford

Isaac Evans

High Jump Lexi Sanders

AJ Daley

Y8 Track Event Winners
Event

Girls Winner

Boys Winner

100m

Isabelle Broome

William Lavender

200m

Isabelle Broome

Freddie Rogers

300m

Bethany Robins

Ty Stanton

800m

Chloe Lewis

Freddie Rogers

Shot Putt

Georgia Despotaki

Owen Hardaker

Javelin

Maddison Procter

Long Jump Bethany Robins

Freddie Rogers

High Jump Isabelle Broome

Bladenn Turner-March

Y9 Track Event Winners
Event

Girls Winner

Boys Winner

100m

Teah Jones

Archie Williams

200m

Saffira Webster

Braydon Briggs

300m

Tamzin Booth/
Saffira Webster

Archie Williams

800m

Tianah Graham

Cam Howell

Shot Putt

Ellie Lloyd

Elliot Pearce

Javelin

Olivia Hayward

Oliver Whitlock

Long Jump Shaian Cele

Archie Williams

High Jump Isabella Maullin

Alfie Babb

Event

Winner

Javelin

Ashley Pilmore

Rebound Catch

Regan Burton

Target Throw

Freya Lane

The SEN department took part in their own sports day. A huge thank
Tennis Ball Keepy Uppies
you to Lillie Hickman, Skye Grosvenor, Libby Aldridge and Kyle
Fardon to helping to run this.

Marley Dowding-Morton
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ECO CLUB
We have had a very busy term, finishing projects for the summer and entering our application for the
green flag Eco School award. Our Eco buddies have now installed recycling boxes in every classroom
and are helping to empty these. They have also helped to maintain the pond area that was restored last
year. I think you will agree it is looking fabulous.

We have focused on our school grounds, biodiversity
and growing our own this year. A thriving green house
has been set up, a mini orchard has been planted and
even more trees in the forest area have been planted.

Grow Your Own food extra curricular club made their
first big harvest of 2022 in late June. Our crop of early
potatoes was surprisingly good and very tasty! Looking
forward to sweetcorn when we return in September.
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Y11 PROM
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WAT COP 2022
1st of July saw GWA hosting the WAT COP 2022, a conference of 100 pupils from our 10 schools in the WAT family.
There were messages about sustainability and the impact
of our actions on the world we live in. Guest speakers, Rob
Gould from Barker Associates and Professor Gatrad informed and inspired our pupils. There were break out sessions for pupils to brainstorm and collaborate with other
schools and to start producing an action plan for the future.
Watch this space.

ASPIRE POINTS - JUNE
Top 10 performing students

ASPIRE POINT TOTALS –

Top 5 tutor groups

WINNER Katie Dutton 9X—75
Kasey Ebbans 8Y—45
Alfie Clarke 8Y—44
Roxylee Orme 9X—44
Tyler Colebatch 8Y—43
Shaian Cele 9Z—42
Paige Edwards 9Z—42
Lexi Jarvis 9Z—41
Leisal Collett 8Z—40
Brandon Collins 7X—39

WINNERS Y9—2062
Y8—2061
Y7—1955
Y10—1777
Y12—131

WINNERS 8Y—828
7Z—743
8X—726
9X—705
9Z—700

ASPIRE POINTS - JULY
Top 10 performing students

ASPIRE POINT TOTALS –

Top 5 tutor groups

WINNER Katie Dutton 9X—39
Roxylee Orme 9X—22
Isaac Reynolds 8X—20
Lewis Seedhouse 8Y—19
George Cartwright 9Z—17
Shaian Cele 9Z—17
Solomon Bradley 8X—16
Maddison Procter 8Z—16
William Lavender 8X—15
Lexi Rochelle 9X—15

WINNERS Y9—748
Y8—678
Y7—408
Y10—273
Y12—15

WINNERS 9X—280
9Z—266
8X—254
8Y—228
9Y—202

ASPIRE POINTS - SEPTEMER 2021-JULY 2022 WINNERS
Top 10 performing students

ASPIRE POINT TOTALS –

Tutor Groups

WINNER Katie Dutton 9X—677
Lexi Jarvis 9Z—492
Brandon Collins 7X—437
Shaian Cele 9Z—436
Roxylee Orme 9X—392
Daniel Tehn-Addy 7Z—364
Sophie Forrester 9Z—359
Madeleine Stanton 9Y—357
Jessica Green 9Y—355
Libby Tooker 9Z—351

WINNERS Y9—22,250
Y7—19,519
Y8—18,351
Y10- 18,001
Y11– 10,909
Y12—1,576
Y13—953

WINNERS 9Y—7,940
10X—7659
9Z—7,492
8X—7,054
8Y—6,968
9X—6,818
7Z—6,689
7Y—6,419
7X—6,411
10Y—5,336

10Z—5,006
8Z—4,359
11Z—3,871
11X—3,580
11Y—3,458
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ASPIRE
We encourage every student at Great Wyrley Academy and ASPIRE Sixth to ASPIRE in their learning and in
their lives. We advocate that there are six character virtues and six learning skills which are crucial to the unlocking of both personal and academic potential. It is these virtues and skills which will equip all students with the personal and academic attributes required to become happy, safe and successful citizens.
ASPIRE has evolved!
More specific character virtues and learner skills, chosen in light of recent research and our own experiences
throughout lockdown
These are
the 6 ‘I am’
virtues.
These are
personal
qualities
that we
would like
you to develop so
you are
successful
in your
future
lives.

These are
the 6 ‘I can’
learner
skills. These
are skills
that you will
use, develop
and master
each lesson
to help you
to help you
self-regulate
your own
learning.

Character Virtue

Definition

Learner skill

Definition

Respectful

To treat someone or something in a
way that shows it is valued.

Be organised

Organise and effectively manage learning
independently (self regulating)

Responsible

To act knowing that our choices will
lead to certain outcomes.

Become unstuck

Resilient

To try, even when something is
challenging.

Know what to do when they don’t know
what
to do’,

Self-quiz

Creative

To think of different ideas and perspectives.

Competent at self quizzing techniques from
KO and self quiz it daily

Give and receive feedback

Receive, understand and act upon
feedback
Give accurate feedback to themselves and
peers

Be collaborative

Work effectively with a learning partner and
within a team

Compassionate

To show care and kindness to others.

Courageous

To be brave and aim high.

Students are regularly rewarded when they
mentioned positively on class charts.
We want every learner to believe that they
can be all and more than they ever thought
they could be, and to know what their future
self looks like. Research tells us that people
who have clear aspirations, and who know
what they need to do in the present, are eight
times more likely to achieve those
aspirations. ‘Aim for the moon, because if
you miss you’ll land among the stars.’

Communicate clearly

