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WELCOME TO OUR JULY MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 2021
Newsletter July 2021
With only a few weeks left in this academic year I wanted to recognise the improvements seen in
attendance and punctuality in school. It is vital, now more than ever, that students maximise their learning
opportunities following the disruption to education over the past eighteen months. We are regularly
reporting whole-school attendance of over 95% which is a marked improvement on previous months. I am
looking forward to recognising excellent attendance with our reward trip to Alton Towers next month.
Thank you for your support with this.
Looking forwards, we have our Activities and Pledge week ahead (w/c 19 th July) which I know will be an
enjoyable end to a challenging year. I will be writing to you all in the near future with details of the calendar
for September, expectations with regards behaviour and uniform, and other important updates. In the
meantime, enjoy this edition of the newsletter.
Ian Moreton
Headteacher
SCHOOL MUSICAL!!
The whole school musical was revealed on the 14th
June as ‘13 the musical’. Auditions will be taking
place over the next few weeks. Students can sign up
by adding their name to the shared Google Docs on
their Drama Google Classroom or by speaking with
Miss Slade, Mr Smith and Mrs Hammond.

SHARK TALK – MARINE CONSERVATIONIST
On Tuesday 16th June students in KS3 and selected
year 10 students listened to a presentation on marine
conservation with a focus on sharks by Heidi
Limpert. Heidi is a volunteer who works with One
Ocean Diving whose mission is to educate people
about the misconceptions on sharks and what we
can do to help these magnificent creatures who are
becoming increasingly under threat by humans
through overfishing and plastic pollution.
Students were able to ask questions to Heidi who
was calling from Minnesota where it is 8 hours
behind the UK. Heidi was very impressed by the
students' questions and interest in marine
conservation.

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
We are very pleased to let parents know that
attendance has been increasing steadily over recent
weeks and would like to thank parents for their
support in ensuring their children attend, on time,
every day.
Students with attendance above 96% have been
invited to a reward trip to Alton Towers - if your child
has been invited please note that the final date to
confirm attendance by paying online is Sunday 4th
July.
DATES FOR THE DIARY
13
Sports Day
15
Y7 Warwick Castle Trip
16
Alton Towers Reward Trip
20
Y12 Walk the Wrekin Challenge
19-21 Activity Week / Y7 Pledge Week
21
END OF TERM
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CELEBRATING OUR STUDENTS
COMPUTER STUDIES STARS OF THE
MONTH:

MASTERCHEF AWARDS:
Devyn Cahill and Phoebe Hall - Y9

Shaian Cele
Ellie Lloyd
Lewis France
Hayden Patrick
Isabella Maullin
Taylor Whittle
Cameron Allen
to name just a few. Well done to you all!

Shaian Cele - Y8

DRAMA STARS OF THE MONTH:

FRENCH STARS:

Year 7: Libby Selvey and Regan Burton
Year 8: Lewis Webb and Roxylee Orme
Year 9: Leilah Williams and Edward Griffiths
Year 10: Scarlett Neale and Jack Capewell

Year 7: Conor Follett
Year 8: Jessica Green
Year 9: Olivia Hickson
Year 10: Charlie Owen

ARTISTS OF THE MONTH:
Special mentions this month to two year 10
students who have made brilliant progress in
their studies: Alfie Hanif and Amber Grocutt.

MATHS STARS:
Well done to the following students who have been
awarded maths star of the term in recognition of their
exemplary effort in lessons.

For their awesome pastry work in their recent pastry
science and quiche tasks- clearly some budding pastry
chefs on the horizon!
Well done to Lucy Cope, Chloe Dummelow, Elisha
Grainger, Ciara Ward, Dan Eley, Paige Woodward and
Alfie Hanif.

Year 7: Bethany Robbins, Benjamin Spooner
Year 8: Harry Orme, Libby Tooker
Year 9: Poppy White, Olivia Hickson
Year 10: Teig Carter, Amber Grocutt

ASPIRE
Top ASPIRE award achieving students in
history:
7S1 Conor Follett and Katie-Mae Rawlins
7S2 Ben Spooner
7S3 Leah Kelley
8S1 Summa Williamson and Josh Barnes
8S2 Lexi Jarvis
8S3 M’Ballou Kallon
9S1 Edward Griffiths
9S2 Declan Tehn-Addy
9S3 Corey Lewis

Top ASPIRE points achievers: Year Group Winners:
Shaian Cele (8S)
M’Ballou Kallon (8A)
Ellie Lloyd (8A)
Daniel Lewis (8T)
Olivia Peach (8A)
Roxylee Orme (8A)
Paige Edwards (8S)
Lauren Ebbans (8T)
Kyle Betts (9A)

Top 5 Tutor Groups:
Congratulations to these extremely hard working
Winners – 7S (591 Points)
and motivated students who have been a pleasure 2nd – 9B (587 Points)
to teach throughout this unit
3rd – 10A (585 Points)
4th – 8B (573 Points)
Jack Arblaster in 10C and to Mia Fellows in 10B
5th – 9T (556 Points)
who currently lead their groups in ASPIRE awards.

1st – Year 8 (2829 Points)
2nd – Year 7 (2548 Points)
3rd – Year 9 (2376 Points)
4th – Year 10 (1903 Points)
5th – Year 12 (293 Points)
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Bullying - Advice
New Dedicated NSPCC helpline 0800 136 663
This new helpline has been created to provide both children
and adults who are potential victims of sexual abuse in
schools with the appropriate support and advice. This
included how to contact the police and report crimes if they
wish. This helpline will also provide support to parents.
Useful help and advice for parents, regarding all safeguarding
areas, including children’s mental health and on-line safety
can be found at:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
What is considered to be bullying at GWA? Our School
anti-bullying Policy uses the Acronym S.T.O.P.
Several Times On Purpose
“Bullying is any deliberate, hurtful, upsetting,
frightening or threatening behaviour by an individual or
group towards other people. It is repeated over a
period of time and it is very difficult for victims to
defend themselves.”

English
Congratulations to our Year 7 students; Archie Evans, Isaac
Reynolds, Tye Daley, Grace Wiggin, Alfie Macdonald-North
and Connor Burke who have all completed 5 weeks of
Saturday School. They were rewarded with a cinema trip last
weekend to see Scoob which they all thoroughly enjoyed.

If you want to report that you, or someone you know,
are being bullied or just want some help or advice
concerning bullying then please email:
ebullybox@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
As well as doing this, remember you can also speak to:





Your Head of Year
The Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads:
Mrs Foyle, Mr Dovey, Mr McFarlane and Mrs
McCarthy
Any member of staff

Year 7 have taken part in the BBC Radio 2 Bee Competition
this month. They have conducted research and have
designed wonderful gardens fit for everyone (from humans to
insects!). The winning entry will be replicated for some of our
fantastic NHS hospitals that support the community everyday.

ASPIRE SIXTH

“We all have the right to live in safety”
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder (email:
dfielder@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Deputy DSL: Mrs Foyle (e-mail:
jfoyle@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Deputy DSL: Mr Dovey (e-mail:
jdovey@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk)
Deputy DSLs also available are Mr McFarlane
(Head of Year 9) and Mrs McCarthy (Head of
Year 10)

Sixth form is a much quieter place without the Year 13s,
however, Year 12 have still been working hard towards their
end of year assessments. Students will be off timetable for
some subjects while these assessments take place. Students
have access to the timetable on the Google Classroom so
they can see exactly when they are expected in lessons and
when their assessments are taking place.
We are actively pushing for all Year 12 students to achieve a
minimum of 97% attendance in all of their lessons. Please
support us in trying to achieve this target and a big
congratulations to those students who have already achieved
excellent attendance!
The end of year will be a busy time for Year 12 and we have
many activities planned for them. These include applying for
university, careers advice and a team building trip. Details
will be released soon on this programme of events.
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LUNCHTIME / AFTERSCHOOL CLUBS
GET INVOLVED
Activity Type/Club

Leader

Day

Time

Year Group

Notes

Y7 Drama Club

Miss Slade

Tuesdays

2.40-3.45

Year 7

In the Theatre

Y7 Eco School

Mr Stephenson

Thursday

2.40-3.40

Year 7

Outside

Y7 Girls Netball Club

Mrs Medlicott

Wednesday

2.40-3.50

Year 7

Netball Courts (PE kit needed)

Y8 Girls Football

Mrs Fielder

Tuesday

2.40-3.20

Year 8

Y9 Drama Club

Miss Slade

Mondays

2.50-4.00

Year 9

In the Theatre

Y9 Lunchtime Football
Club

Mr Blake

Wednesdays

12.30-1.00

Year 9

Astro

Fridays

12.30-1.00

Year 9

Astro

Y10 Dance Club
Y10 GCSE Drama
Intervention

Miss Hammond

Tuesdays

3.00-4.00

Year 10

In the Theatre

Miss Slade

Thursday

2.55-4.00

Year 10

In the Theatre

Y10 Football

Mr Blake

Friday

3.00-4.15

Year 10

Astro

Y11 Football

Mr Blake

Friday

3.00-4.15

Year 11

Astro

Recreational football

Mrs Fielder

Tuesdays

12.35-1.00

Year 7 & 11

Online Philosophy Club

Mrs Gould

All

MUGA
Students can join the google
classroom and take part in topical
debates weekly. See Mrs Gould for
more information

COMING SOON
Viva Voce
Soul Band

School show

Miss Dawes / Mr
Smith
Miss Dawes / Mr
Smith
Miss Dawes / Mr
Smith / Miss
Slade / Miss
Hammond

Monday

3.00-3.45

Years 7-13

Once covid restrictions allow

Tuesday

3.00-4.00

Years 7-13

Once covid restrictions allow

Wednesday

3.00-4.30

Years 7-13

Once covid restrictions allow

GIANT SUNFLOWER COMPETITION
The Giant Sunflower competition is drawing to a close for Year 7. Entries
must be in school by Wednesday 7th July to be judged. Please take a
photo at home of your plant, being measured using a tape measure from
the top of the soil in the pot, before you bring it to school. Your sunflowers
must be clearly labeled with your name and form on a piece of paper
attached to the stem, at the bottom of the plant. Bring them to the Science
block in the morning and they will be placed in ‘secure storage’ until judging
on Wednesday afternoon. Winners with the tallest sunflowers will be
informed later in the week by Mr Tindall.

Bug Hotel Examples

GO WILD – BUILD A
BUG HOTEL!
Bring it into school and you will
be invited to house your bug
hotel in the forest area with a
camp-fire, hot chocolate and
making your own s’mores. See
your science teacher for an
instruction leaflet with lots of
hints and tips on how to build
your bug hotel without having to
be an amazing carpenter or buy
lots of expensive materials.
Deadline Friday 9th July, with
camp-fire taking place the
following week after school, date
TBC.

DRAMA
All key stage 3 groups in Drama will be completing their final Key Assessment Tasks (KATs) for their cycle 3 units in
the next few weeks and will be working hard in class towards these final key attainment indicators.
Year 7 students have been working towards creating and filming their own melodramatic silent movies. Year 8
students are devising their own scene based on the idea of ‘letting go’ and Year 9 students have been exploring
how to present Piggy’s death in Lord of the Flies in an abstract style.
Year 10 have begun work on Blood Brothers in preparation for next year’s exam.
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HISTORY
Y10 are currently working very hard towards their Y10 PPEs and all revision resources have been uploaded to their
group’s relevant Google Classrooms.
All key stage 3 groups in history will be completing their final Key Assessment Tasks (KATs) for their cycle 3 units in
the next few weeks and will be working hard in class towards these final key attainment indicators.
PSYCHOLOGY
Year 12 have now completed almost two thirds of their two year A Level course. This is a fantastic achievement
given the events of the past year and a testament to the work ethic and commitment shown by these students. Well
done Year 12!

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

COMPUTER STUDIES

In French Years 7 & 8 will be completing
their KATs in early July, while Year 9 are
continuing to work on their Francophone
projects which they will present at the end
of Term. Year 10 have worked hard over
the last few weeks, and well done to all
those pupils who have attended P7 on
Tuesday’s to practise French speaking.

In Year 7 Computing students have been building their own
computer games. These have ranged from space shooters to a Euro
2020 penalty game. Students have enjoyed learning about how to
build interactive games and then show them off to their friends!

In the month of July the first
crewed mission to the moon, the
Apollo 11 Mission, launched
on July 16, 1969. Four days
later, on July 20, 1969, Neil
Armstrong made history by
taking the first step on the moon
while declaring,
“That’s one small step for man,
one giant leap for mankind!”

In Year 8 Computing students have been designing and creating
password checking algorithms. The students have flowcharted their
proposed solutions to their challenge and then produced their own
programs in Python.

Preparations have been getting underway for Sports Day. Pupils are
doing athletics in their PE lessons, practising various events.
Planned date is Tuesday 13th July 2021

Warwick Castle
Y7s are looking forward to their trip to Warwick
Castle on July 15th which is being organised by the
history department.
All Y7 pupils have been given an information letter
regarding the site visit.
Please direct any further enquiries to Mrs Broad
Wood subject leader for history. This will be an
interesting and fun addition to the history curriculum.

Home to School Transport

ACTIVITY WEEK
Payments for Drayton Manor and Go Ape are now available
on parent pay. Deadline for payments is Monday 5th July.
Parental consent forms for Pledge Week (Barmouth and
Cannock Chase) and Activity Week (Drayton Manor, Go Ape
and Cycling on the Chase) have now been given out to
students to be completed. Please complete and return to
school ASAP.

Places can now be booked on the school
coach. Full details are available on the school
website.
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WORLD MUSIC DAY
On Monday 21st June we celebrated World Music Day where all students and staff were sent a quiz asking
them to identify which country the music clips were from.
During the day different year groups were treated to djembe and samba workshops as well as one session
where students created music using our boomwhackers.
It was a fabulous day and lots of students left asking if they could attend other sessions.
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Across KS3 students in ADT are working hard to complete both practical and theory Key Assessment Tasks in
these final few weeks. Well done to the students for their hard work, resilience and continued creativity as we move
towards the end of term- keep aspiring to be creative and innovative in your work.
In Food Preparation and Nutrition, Y10 have been working in preparation of their mock exam period and in many
cases have been determined to showcase their practical skills through the lessons and tasks completed in recent
weeks.
Y10 are producing trials for a mock afternoon tea catering event and have been working hard to type up research
and planning reports based on a NEA2 task. Some fantastic end results have been trialled and we look forward to
seeing what the mock practical event will bring.

Y10 students have been working incredibly hard on their portfolio this month, the main focus has been
cakes. They have created amazing ceramics cakes (still to be fired with colourful gazes, in the next newsletter
for updates). They have also been focusing on observing all the wonderful details through pencil tone
drawings.

Great Wyrley Academy and the network of schools as part of the WAT have started the process of
applying for ArtsMark standard. This is a brilliant opportunity for the trust to provide more opportunities to
deliver a broad and balanced curriculum through elevating the status of arts across all of its
schools. Opportunities to work with artists, visit galleries and theatres as well as achieving the prestigious
arts award for interested students is on its way to Wyrley.
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ENTERPRISE DAY
A big congratulations to the hardworking year 9 students who took part in a dragons den style enterprise challenge
that was based around an upcycling design challenge. This was a great aspirational day for our students and some
amazing ideas were on display and confidence was on show too. The students developed ideas to upcycle disused
gas cylinders to create new products. The ideas ranged from glamping pods and BBQ’s to high end quality
bookcase sofas. The students jumped into this challenge with both feet and presented their ideas to a judging panel
composed of our own senior leadership team and guest judges from our academy trust. It is fair to say that the
students wowed the judges and I am sure that this event will have a lasting effect on both the students and the staff
involved.

Throughout June Year 7-9 students have been participating in several Enterprise Challenges. This has been an
opportunity for them to showcase their communication, teamwork, organisational, creativity, numeracy, reliability,
digital and problem solving skills.
Year 7’s completed the ‘My Perfect University’ challenge where they had to set-up a university of the future.
Year 8’s completed the ‘Natwest’ challenge where they had to set-up a social enterprise based on current issues.
Year 9’s completed the ‘Air Products’ challenge where they had to create a new product by recycling air canisters.
All students were required to present their findings to a panel of judges. They did so in a confident and professional
manner and should be extremely proud of themselves.
Well done to all the following students who participated.

MATHS
Y10 have been working very hard towards their Y10 PPEs and all revision resources have been uploaded to their
group’s relevant Google Classrooms. All key stage 3 groups will be completing their final Key Assessment Tasks
(KATs) for their cycle 3 units in the next few weeks.
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Y7 Netball
Great Wyrley Year 7 netball team played in their first inter
school sports match of the year against local rivals Cheslyn
Hay. They have been practicing hard each week since Easter
and were ready to test themselves.
We entered two teams against Cheslyn Hay’s four teams with
each team playing two games. The black team dominated both
their games with some great play and won both matches. The
blue team suffered a loss in their first match but came back in
the second game to draw.
Overall a victory for Great Wyrley with two wins and a draw an
outstanding effort by all the Y7 netballers.
Year 7 Girls Football Taster Session.
After school on Wednesday the Year 8 girls football activators did an amazing job
planning and leading a football taster session for the Year 7 girls. The Year 8
girls’ demonstrated excellent teamwork, leadership and communication skills to
help them to deliver an exciting football session to the Year 7’s.
The Year 7 girls were fantastic participants and showed great motivation and
enthusiasm when taking part in the different activities and games. We look
forward to continuing to grow the girl’s football programme next year and hope to
offer the opportunity for girls across all year groups to take part in the game.
Great job girls.

BOXER VISIT
The PE department have had a very special visitor this month,
Courtney Fry, Commonwealth Gold Medallist in Boxing in his role
as an Athlete Mentor for the Youth Sports Trust. He took 2
sessions on boxing skills and fitness for the Sports Studies group
in Year 9 and for those who have expressed an interest in boxing
and sport in their Aspire sentences.
What an amazing experience!
The Y10 leaders completed their sports
leadership course by running a house
competition for Y7. Congratulations to the
winners – Shakespeare House who were
undefeated in the bench ball competition!!
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ASPIRE
We encourage every student at Great Wyrley Academy and ASPIRE Sixth to ASPIRE in their learning and in
their lives. We advocate that there are six character virtues and six learning skills which are crucial to the
unlocking of both personal and academic potential. It is these virtues and skills which will equip all students
with the personal and academic attributes required to become happy, safe and successful citizens.
ASPIRE has evolved!
More specific character virtues and learner skills, chosen in light of recent research and our own experiences
throughout lockdown
These are
the 6 ‘I am’
virtues.
These are
personal
qualities
that we
would like
you to
develop so
you are
successful
in your
future
lives.

These are
the 6 ‘I can’
learner
skills. These
are skills
that you will
use,
develop and
master each
lesson to
help you to
help you
self-regulate
your own
learning.

Character ‘I am’
Character
Virtue

Definition

Respectful

To treat someone or something in a
way that shows it is valued.

Responsible

To act knowing that our choices will
lead to certain outcomes.

Resilient

To try, even when something is
challenging.

Creative

To think of different ideas and
perspectives.

Compassionate

To show care and kindness to others.

Courageous

To be brave and aim high.

Students are regularly rewarded when they
mentioned positively on class charts.
We want every learner to believe that they
can be all and more than they ever thought
they could be, and to know what their future
self looks like. Research tells us that people
who have clear aspirations, and who know
what they need to do in the present, are eight
times more likely to achieve those
aspirations. ‘Aim for the moon, because if
you miss you’ll land among the stars.’

Learner skills ‘I can’
Learner skill

Definition

Be organised

Organise and effectively manage learning
independently (self regulating)

Become unstuck

Know what to do when they don’t know what
to do’,

Self-quiz

Competent at self quizzing techniques from
KO and self quiz it daily

Give and receive feedback

 Receive, understand and act upon
feedback

 Give accurate feedback to themselves
and peers
Be collaborative

Communicate clearly

Work effectively with a learning partner and
within a team

