
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Great Wyrley Academy 

A part of Windsor Academy Trust 

WELCOME TO OUR SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021 

Newsletter September 2021 

Dear Parents / Carers 

It has been an absolute delight to welcome staff and students back to school. After the disruption to the past two 
academic years, we are all hoping for no disturbances this year- and hoping to accelerate learning to make up for 
lost time. There is a focus and determination amongst the students which is tremendous to see. I’m hoping that this 
will be an extra-special year for the school. 

We have continued to emphasise to everyone the collective responsibility we all have for ensuring we remain as 
safe as we can be from Covid. As you will be aware from the news, the threat still remains. Hence, we have had our 
programme of lateral flow testing before students return fully. We will continue to look after each other and follow 
government and public health guidance to keep everyone safe as much as we can. We may have to make swift 
changes to our rules and regulations regarding face masks and social distancing. 

You will potentially have heard about the government plans for vaccinations for 12-15 year olds. This is being 
organised by the Staffordshire immunisation team. No covid vaccinations for children will be administered by school 
staff, and no student will be vaccinated without prior parental consent. 

Students look professional in their uniform and the correct shoes are being worn. I have been incredibly impressed 
so far. As colder weather arrives, students should wear an overcoat which can be removed once they enter the 
building. Hoodies are not to be worn and will be confiscated from students. In addition, as per our uniform policy, all 
facial piercings are forbidden. PE kit is also very smart. As we move towards the colder months can I remind you to 
seek guidance from our website on what is allowed to be worn in PE. Only school PE tracksuits and PE hoodie / 
jumpers will be allowed. No branded hoodies will be permitted in PE lessons.  Thank you once again for supporting 
us with this. 

All students have google classrooms set up already for all of their subjects. All homework is being set using the 
platform from now on. Hopefully we will never again need to revert to online learning; however, should the need 
arise, we will be able to have immediate continuity in education.  

I look forward to seeing you all face-to-face, at parent’s evenings and other school events as the year progresses. 
Thank you for your continued support. As ever, please contact us in school if you have any questions. 

Ian Moreton 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

HEROES OF THE MONTH 

We are really proud of all of our students at Great Wyrley 

Academy but we want to give a special mention to Isabella 

Maullin and Alfie Babb, 2 of our Y9 students. 

At the end of the school day, whilst walking home, Isabella 

and Alfie found a lost dog, straight away they went over and 

stopped it from running in the busy main road. Luckily the 

dog was wearing a collar with the owner’s number on. A 

member of staff was walking by and the students called for 

help. Mrs Bailey helped them reunite the dog with its owner. 

Well done to you both! 

POLITE REMINDER 

Can we remind you that parking on site is forbidden; we 

have to ensure the safety of students who have to walk 

up the drive and through the main entrance to enter 

school. Thank you for your cooperation with this. 

VISIT OUR NEW & IMPROVED WEBSITE:  

www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

School will be finishing at 2.05pm for ALL students on 

Wednesday 22 September 

If your child/ren use the school coach this will be 

available at the earlier time 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

22 Open Evening (6pm-8pm) 

23 Alton Towers Reward Trip 

24 INSET DAY 

27-29 Open Mornings 

 

http://www.greatwyrleyacademy.org.uk/


  

. 
 

Good attendance at school is not just 

beneficial, it's essential. Attending 

school is directly linked to improved 

exam performance which should in 

turn lead to further learning 

opportunities and better job prospects. 

As well as this, going to school helps to 

develop friendships.  

At Great Wyrley Academy we are 

constantly striving to improve 

attendance.  

Thank you for your support. 
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HOME-TO-SCHOOL TRANSPORT 

Places are still available on the Home to School 

Transport service please contact Mrs J Kavanagh on 

jkavanagh@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk for 

further details 

Friday 24th September 
Staff will be taking part in the world’s biggest coffee 
morning. They will be taking part in a bake off style 
competition to raise money for the amazing charity. 

We are hoping for no soggy bottoms! 
 

 

Year 7 Visit to the Black Country Living Museum – 

Thursday 23rd September. 

All year 7s have been invited to visit the living Museum 
to explore what life was like during the Industrial 
Revolution. Students will get to experience what it was 
like to work down a coal mine, visit the sweet shop and 
enjoy some delicious fish and chips.  
The visit is also part of the WAT Pledge that all students 
at Great Wyrley Academy have the opportunity to 
experience. 
 

At Great Wyrley 
Academy we 

want to expose 
our students to 

as many 
extracurricular 

activities as 
possible, 

designed to 
develop their 
character and 

leadership 
skills to give 

them access to 
as many 

opportunities as 
possible in their 

futures. 
 

SCHOOL FUND 

Each year we ask at the beginning of September for 

voluntary parent contributions to the academy (previously 

known as ‘School Fund’). Many of the things we do for 

the students come at a cost which the school absorbs. In 

order to continue with this, we ask for a voluntary termly 

contribution of £10 (payable termly or as a one off 

£30). 

To do this please visit your ParentMail account and go 

into the ‘’shop’’ section 

 

 

mailto:jkavanagh@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk


ASPIRE SIXTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

What is considered to be bullying at GWA? Our School 
anti-bullying Policy uses the Acronym S.T.O.P.  
 
Several Times On Purpose 
 
“Bullying is any deliberate, hurtful, upsetting, 
frightening or threatening behaviour by an individual or 
group towards other people. It is repeated over a 
period of time and it is very difficult for victims to 
defend themselves.” 
 
If you want to report that you, or someone you know, 
are being bullied or just want some help or advice 
concerning bullying then please email: 
 
ebullybox@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk 
 
As well as doing this, remember you can also speak to: 
 
 

 Your Head of Year 

 The Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder 

 The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: 
Mrs Foyle, Mrs S Wilkinson, Mr McFarlane and 
Mrs McCarthy 

 Any member of staff  

 

Bullying - Advice  
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“We all have the right to live in safety” 
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Fielder (e-
mail: 
dfielder@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 
Deputy DSL: Mrs Foyle (e-mail: 
jfoyle@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk) 
Deputy DSL: Mrs Wilkinson (e-mail: 
swilkinson@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.u
k)   
 
Deputy DSLs also available are Mr McFarlane 
(Head of Year 9) and Mrs McCarthy (Head of 
Year 10) 

 

Year 12 - A huge welcome to all of our new Year 12 students. 
They have all made a fantastic start to sixth form and they 
have already impressed staff with their work ethic, attitude to 
learning and their smart appearance. Keep up the good work! 
 
Year 13 - Students are now full steam ahead with their next 
steps. Students are either completing UCAS applications to 
universities or researching into apprenticeship courses. 
Anyone considering medicine or veterinary science at 
university needs to get their applications in by mid-October, all 
other applications have the deadline of January. However, the 
sooner they hand in their applications the better. We aim to 
get all applications submitted by the end of October. 
 
All students will be having one to one meetings with a 

member of the sixth form team in the coming weeks. This will 

ensure that we can offer any help we can and guide them in 

the right career directions. Every student has also written their 

Aspire sentences and these will be shared with subject staff 

so that we can work together to help each student achieve 

their potential. 

 

 

 

New Dedicated NSPCC helpline 0800 136 663 

This new helpline has been created to provide both children 

and adults who are potential victims of sexual abuse in 

schools with the appropriate support and advice. This 

included how to contact the police and report crimes if they 

wish. This helpline will also provide support to parents. 

Useful help and advice for parents, regarding all safeguarding 
areas, including children’s mental health and on-line safety 
can be found at: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/ 

 

The European Day of Languages is on the 26th September. 

Watch this space for clubs, language and cultural 

opportunities in the week that follows… 

mailto:ebullybox@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:jfoyle@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:swilkinson@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk
mailto:swilkinson@greatwyrley.windsoracademytrust.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Type/Club Leader Day Time Year Group Notes 

KS 4 Football Mr Fielder Friday 3.15-4.15 10 & 11  

Ks3 STEM Club 
Mr Baker / Mr 
Brown 

Tues or Wed 
TBC  3.15-4.15 7 & 8 Starts 28/29 September 

Chess Club Mr Till Tuesday  12.45-1.10 All Starts 21 September 

School Show 

Miss Slade, 
Miss Wood & Mr 
Smith Wednesday 3.00-4.30 All 

Rehearsal schedule is in the Theatre 
foyer 

Y7 Drama Club Miss Slade Monday 3.00-4.00 Y7 Starts 27 September - Theatre 

All years football Club Mrs Fielder Tuesday 3.00-4.00 All 

Starts 21 September – Meet in PE 
department. Remember trainers and 
shin pads 

History Club Mrs Cornwall Monday 12.45-1.10 7-9 Starts 20 September  

Viva Voce Mr Smith Tuesday 8.00-9.00 All 
School singing group starts 21 

September 

Ringers & Bangers Mr Smith Wednesday 8.00-9.00 All  Starts 22 September 

Table Tennis Mr Smith Thursday 8.00-9.00 All  

KS3 Football Mr Smith Friday 8.00-9.00 7-9  

Soul Band Mr Smith Tuesday 3.00-4.30 Invite Only  

Advanced Singers Mr Smith Thursday 3.00-4.00 10-13 Starts 23 September 

Toots n’ Rootz Mrs Broadwood Wednesday 3.05-3.45 7 & 8  

Y7 & 8 Dance Club Miss Wood Tuesday 3.05-4.15 7 & 8 Starts 21 September 

Y10 & 11 Dance Club Miss Wood Thursday 3.05-4.15 10 & 11 Starts 23 September 

Arts Award Mrs Down Tuesday 3.00-4.00 All Starts 21 September 

Netball Mrs McCarthy Monday 3.00-4.00 All  

Girls Fitness Mrs McCarthy Wednesday 3.00-3.45 All  

Forest School / Eco Club Mr 

Stephenson/Mrs 

Holmes 

Tuesday 3.15-4.15 7 & 8 Starts 21 September 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR / AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

COME AND GET INVOLVED! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SEPTEMBER 2021 – v2 NEWSLETTER                 PAGE 5 

 

Science - During the holidays the new year 7s came to engage in activities to settle them into their new 
school. In science they were introduced to our amazing forest school area and worked on using 

technology to identify some of the trees that have been planted in our flourishing copse. They were 
excited to learn about how to make fireworks. Tentative at first, their confidence grew to lighting their 

Bunsen burners and testing out different salts to produce different colour flames. Finally we discussed 
current environmental issues and they wrote about changes they could make in their lives to have an 

impact on the environment. Have they been turning off their lights? 

Expressive Arts - During the first few days they were able to take part in team building exercises as well 
as being able to become more familiar with the school layout. The second day was an opportunity for the 

students to experience what is on offer in the Expressive Arts and PE faculty. Mr Smith ran a 
boomwhacker session, Miss Slade organised some drama activities, Miss Wood had all the students 

performing dance routines in our dance studio as well as Mrs Fielder running various sporting events. A 
great day was had by all. 

 
 

Y11 students attended an Achieve conference at the 
University of Birmingham on the 14th September.  
 

The conference covered the importance of GCSE 
attainment, ways of wellbeing and what Russell Group 
universities look for in students.  
 

The name September comes from the old Roman word for ‘septem,’ which means 

seven, because in the Roman calendar it was the seventh month. 
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FOREST SCHOOL / ECO CLUB 

Our ongoing project has been to renovate the pond area. The eco club worked extremely hard during July to 
clean out the pond and work started on building some raised beds to increase biodiversity in the area. Wood for 
the beds was generously donated to the school from the directors of Treeway fencing, both of whom are ex 
pupils. During the summer the science team worked to collect a multitude of free materials from local sources 
including Tesco, Sainsburys and local residents. The eco club will continue to help grow plants to attract 
butterflies and bees and are planning to build some bug hotels. 
The Eco club will join with forest school this year for even more activities and I am sure Mr Stephenson will 
ensure there will be a campfire involved somewhere in the year. 

 
 BEFORE              AFTER 

BEFORE              AFTER 

Eco club runs from 3.15-4.15 
every Tuesday. Meet in S8. 
Weather appropriate 
clothing/footwear is needed. 
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MUSIC  

It is really pleasing to be able to start back this term with mixed groups so that we can push forward with our 
extracurricular clubs. In addition to our soul band rehearsing on a Tuesday evening after school we are adding some 
clubs before and after school.  

On Tuesday morning we will start our singing group - ‘Viva Voce’ which is open to all students and rehearses from 8- 
9am.  

On Wednesday mornings we will be re-launching our ‘Ringers and bangers’ which gets students of all ages to 
perform pieces of music using our handbells and boom whackers, this also runs from 8-9am. There is a brand new 
club starting after school on a Wednesday for students in year 7 & 8 who do not want to be part of the school show. 
The group is called ‘Toots n’ the Rootz’ and will be using the newly purchased Doods, Floots and recorders which 
are beginner versions of the flute and reed instruments like the clarinet and saxophone. Mrs Broadwood will be 
running this group.  

On Thursday after school there will be an advanced singer group starting which is open to students in year 10 -13. 
  

DANCE 

What a great start to the year and we are thrilled to say dance is now being taught across every year group!  
We are so excited to be back to doing mixed clubs and SHOWS! We have lots of shows in the pipeline for this year 
so make sure you are at club!  

 

 

Rehearsals for 13 the Musical have finally started! The opening number has been blocked! Over 60 students are 
currently involved and lots more students have offered to help backstage in April when the shows start.  
If any students (Year 8 and up) are still wishing to be involved in the ensemble, they need to speak to Miss Slade or 
Mr Smith and attend rehearsals on Wednesday after school in the theatre.  
Year 7 Drama club will commence soon on Monday evenings. Students need to frequently check their Google 
Classrooms for Drama.  
 

GWAMMYS  

Y7 – Nath Buckley & Teagan Merrick 

Y8 – Tye Daley & Brooklyn Bayliss 

Y9 – Sam Natanson & Lexi Jarvis 

Y10 – Becky Cartwright & Jessica Taylor 

Year 11 – Lucas Ewen 

GWOSCARS 

Y7 – Brandon Collins & Alex Delaney 

Y8 – Liam Shaw & Lewis Seedhouse 

Y9 – AJ Cox & Jack Haynes 

Y10 – Blaze Hayward & Madison Williams 

Year 11 – Jack Capewell 

GWAWARDS 
MUSIC & DRAMA 
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Special thanks to Power Panels @ppcanda for a generous donation that 
allowed this work to happen. 
 

In Food Preparation and Nutrition our Y11 
students are making preparations for the 
launch of their NEA projects and have 
undertaken cooking this fortnight which 
showcases high skills and complex 
processes, they have made a wonderful 
start to this critical Y11 exam year- 
 
Well done to top chefs Braydon Davis, 
Daniel Eley and Jack Wilkes. 
 

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION  
After a very 

creative end to 

the year and 

summer 

period, 

students 

across the 

ADT subject 

areas have 

made a 

fantastic start 

to the new 

academic year. 

Already we are 

seeing the 

creative, 

responsible 

and being 

organised 

areas of our 

Aspire mantra 

taking shape 

across the year 

groups and we 

look forward to 

seeing what 

cycle one 

brings. 

Students at Great Wyrley Academy had an amazing time with artist Debbie Todd from Protean Art 
@ProteanArtist at the end of the summer term, creating a collaborative installation piece of artwork.  The art 
work is now completed and on display in the main reception, so the next time you are at Great Wyrley have a 
look at the stunning piece of work called 'The Mountains We Climb'.   
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Psychology  
Year 12 students have completed their 
induction and we have had some very 
interesting discussions about how to analyse 
behaviour! Well done on a fantastic start! 
Year 13 are working hard towards their final 
examinations. Weekly revision timetables will 
be shared with students and online support 
given for each topic. 
Both year groups have been encouraged to 
access the revision tasks on the Seneca 
website and Tutor2u.  This will help them to 
keep on top of their studies and allow them to 
develop their independent learning skills. 
 

Geography 
All KS3 students are learning their Cycle 1 content with a focus 
on the 6 Threshold concepts. Y10 GCSE students are studying 
Natural hazards and Y11 are studying the Changing Economic 
World. All form groups are preparing for the November COP26 
summit in Glasgow by examining the biggest issue of our time: 
Climate Change. 
 

Health & Social Care 

All students have had a fantastic start to the 
new academic year - well done!   Year 12 have 
been learning about Human Lifespan 
Development in preparation for their first 
external exam in January 2022.  While Year 13 
are continuing to complete their extended 
written assessments.  All information and 
guidance can be found on their Google 
Classrooms. 
 
The students studying the OCR National in 
Child Development have returned to school 
with a great attitude to learning this year.  Year 
11 are currently working independently to 
complete their final set assessments based on 
equipment and feeding a 1-5 year old. 
 

History  

Years 7,8,9 have the opportunity to join Mrs Cornwall’s 
History Club starting from Monday 20th September. This will 
be held during lunchtime and students will have the 
opportunity to explore topics outside the curriculum, plan 
future school visits and have plenty of fun along the way.  
GCSE groups have made a good start to both a new term 
and a new unit and are currently underway with their 
investigations into Germany 1890-1945. 
 

Religious Education 

 
A fantastic start to the year with fantastic attitudes to learning. 

Year 7 have started to build the foundations of knowledge about the different religions. 

Year 8 have started to contemplate how the universe came into existence from a range of perspectives and 
interpretations. 

Year 9 have started their foray into ethics by looking at whether we should do the right thing because it is right or 
whether it’s all about the outcome and the ends justify the means. 
 
Exciting times in key stage 4 too. 

Year 10 have started their study of religious beliefs with what Christians believe and why, whilst year 11 are 
exploring the ethics of war and the role of pacifism in the world. 
 

SCHOOL TIES 

School ties are now available to purchase in school. Payments 

are to be made via ParentMail 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We encourage every student at Great Wyrley Academy and ASPIRE Sixth to ASPIRE in their learning and in 
their lives. We advocate that there are six character virtues and six learning skills which are crucial to the 
unlocking of both personal and academic potential. It is these virtues and skills which will equip all students 
with the personal and academic attributes required to become happy, safe and successful citizens. 
 

ASPIRE has evolved! 
More specific character virtues and learner skills, chosen in light of recent research and our own experiences 
throughout lockdown 
 

ASPIRE 

These are 

the 6 ‘I am’ 

virtues. 

These are 

personal 

qualities 

that we 

would like 

you to 

develop so 

you are 

successful 

in your 

future 

lives. 

These are 

the 6 ‘I can’ 

learner 

skills. These 

are skills 

that you will 

use, 

develop and 

master each 

lesson to 

help you to 

help you 

self-regulate 

your own 

learning. 

Character ‘I am’ 
 

Character 
Virtue 

Definition 

Respectful To treat someone or something in a 
way that shows it is valued. 

Responsible To act knowing that our choices will 
lead to certain outcomes. 

Resilient To try, even when something is 
challenging. 

Creative To think of different ideas and 
perspectives. 

Compassionate To show care and kindness to others. 

Courageous  To be brave and aim high. 

 

Learner skills ‘I can’  
 

Learner skill Definition 

Be organised Organise and effectively manage learning 
 independently (self regulating) 

Become unstuck Know what to do when they don’t know what 
 to do’,  

Self-quiz Competent at self quizzing techniques from 
 KO and self quiz it daily 

Give and receive feedback  Receive, understand and act upon  
feedback 

 Give accurate feedback to themselves 
and peers 

Be collaborative Work effectively with a learning partner and 
 within a team 
 

Communicate clearly  

 

 

Students are regularly rewarded when they 

mentioned positively on class charts. 

 

We want every learner to believe that they 
can be all and more than they ever thought 
they could be, and to know what their future 
self looks like. Research tells us that people 
who have clear aspirations, and who know 
what they need to do in the present, are eight 
times more likely to achieve those 
aspirations. ‘Aim for the moon, because if 
you miss you’ll land among the stars.’ 
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